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al out our athletic policy.

" and some of them \\"ant to know \\-hether \\"e are willing

to give special favors to athlete..,.
attempt to

Our correspondents

intere ted in the que·tion of what are called "athletic
The following comments are an

tate the college·· point of Yiew on thi

Like everyone el e, "·e enjoy "·inning game

.

L
i

ue.
-

ot only do we

have a natural pride in vict ry, but we know that in general our college
life goes better when our team
It i

only a

are winning a fair

hare of conte t .

tep from pride in a team to pride in the college and eYen

to pride in the purposes which the college repre�ent .
But, enjoyable though athletic Yictories are, a aoo<l college cannot afford to obtain them
at too high a co t.

_Tone of us would claim, for example. that they are worth un port man

like conduct or unethical methods of recruiti ng player .
Our regulation

for admi

ion and for financial a si tance to needy

licly printed in the college catalog.
ou

kind

haYe a

of ability.

vVe do n�t regard it as in line with the be t intere t

eparate and lower standard of admis ion for any group.

not cater to a boy just because he is an athlete.
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tudents are pub

They are purpo ely made broad enough to include Yari
of the college to

This mean

that we
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\Ve do not ''"ant to be repre ented by play

who are not qualified to carry on a regular college program, nor do "·e wi h our team

to be made up of boys who are intere ted in sport
our el\"e

alone.

school boys on the basis of their athletic record .

HaYing

them elve .

aid this much, I want at the same time to make it clear that "·e like boy

athletic ability and are confident that our entering cla
many of thi

type.
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Sports are worthwhile, too,

of

es in the future will include a great

ign of character.

tamina, phy ical skills, and the capacity to take ''"ins and lo

of a total education.

to

uch practices hurt the college, hurt

intercollegiate athletics, and, in the long run, hurt the boy

speed,

1 either do we intend to allow

to be drawn into a competitiYe situation '\"here "·e offer financial inducement

The denlopment of
e

in stride, are part

imply for the fun they provide.
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obtain more an<l more facilities on Mayflower Hill, we hope to expand our intercollegiate
and intramural program so that it may include more kinds of game

until yirtually every

man in college 'vill participate in one or another under competent coaching.
\Ve
our effort

hall continue therefore to promote competitive game

and ''"e

hall al o continue

to keep them in their appropriate place in the over-all work of the college.

\Ve

are encouraged in this policy by our belief that our rival , particularly tho e of the Maine
tate

erie , haYe ideal

that are similar to ou r own.

s.
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THE TALK OF THE COLLEGE

J OTTINGS

The ornamental
woodwork O\'er the door opening
i nto President - Emeritus Johnson's
office i n the Miller Library hasn't
come yet, and on the plaster is
crawled "Special Head." We won
der whether that carpenter realized
ju t how apt those words are.
*

*

*

*

The passing of Bertis A. Pease, '82,
at the age of 93 as recorded i n the
... T ecrology ec tion, pa e on the honor
of being olby"s oldest living graduate
to William \V. fayo, '79, who became
92 this past month.
ext in l ine is
Louise H. Coburn, '77 who is in her
91st year. Both of course are youngters in comparison to Sanford '\..
Baker, a non-graduate of the class of
1 68, who turned the century mark on
Commencement Day last June.
*

*

*

*

At Bates College, we learn, the married vets organized themselves into
" The Ball and Chain Club" last fall.
Now, howe\·er, they are thinking of
calling it " The Bawl and Change
Club." Judging from the perambu
lators outside the Yeteran ' apartments
on Mayflower H ill, the organization
could \·vell form a chapter at Colby.
*

*

*

*

Librarian James Humphry III may
never spend a more epochal week than
re ently when he became a father in
the midst of the moving of Colby's
library from the old campus to May
flower H ill.

NO

SALE
For some three years
now our old campus has been
publicly on the market. A real estate
firm specializing in unusual properties
listed it nationally at $500,000 and oc
casional inquiries have come from all
sorts of parties. More recently, how
ever, the fishing has been better and
the authorities were positively embar
rassed when two serious proposals
were received, one on top of the other.
The first came from an agent claim
ing to represent the Brothers of Chris
tian Instruction an order which con
ducts most of the elementary and
secondary schools under the Catholic
Church in this part of the country at
least. The establishment of a boys'
preparatory school was under consid
eration, it appeared. Negotiation s con-

tinued a\·er three or four months and
were apparently progressing fa orably
toward a sale, with no other prospec
tive customer in sight.
l\1feanwhile, a group of l ive-wires in
the Chamber of Commerce, mostly
Colby alumni, i n conjunction with
Mayor H. C. Marden, '21, were ex
ploring the possibilities for a long
needed Community Building for the
city. Somewhere in these discussions
there germinated the idea of using the
Colby Field House, when a ailable, as
a temporary exposition building and
auditorium.
Thinking further, it
seemed that the entire old campus
could well be acquired for a variety
of community purposes.
vVhen a committee broached this to
the college B uilding Committee, how
e\'er their hopes were dashed upon
learning that the negotiations with the
Brothers had gone so far that they
were entitled to a first refusal. The
college, howeYer, did put a 30-day
limitation upon this commitment, and
the local group, now more eager than
ever to purchase the campus, went
home for a month of fretful waiting.
Finally the April 30th deadline came
and passed, with the agent of the
Brothers failing to show up to exercise
the option. The Trustees, therefore,
rang up " o Sale' on the cash regis
ter, and are now waiting for the next
customer. Two new parties, besides
the civic group, it is understood, have
expressed real interest, but discussions
have not progressed very far.
The Chamber of Commerce Com
mittee and the City Planning Board

We 130-int With
<j).Jiide :lo.Herbert L. Newman, '18, award
ed the Lambda Chi Alpha Order of
Merit.
Leonard \V. Mayo, '22, elected
'president of the
ational Conference for Social Welfare.
J. Russell Goulter, '23, elected
president of the Toledo, Peoria &
V.,Testern Railroad.
Bertram

\V.

Hayward,

'33,

named executive head of the Phila
delphia Textile Institute.

are now presumably drawing up a
proposition to present to the City Gov
ernment and if adopted, to the col
lege. The major parts of it are gen
erallv known and seem to make sense.
Wat� rville, it is clear, must erect a new
high school before too many years.
When that happens, the over-crowded
Junior High will move i nto the pres
ent Senior High building, and two
grammar schools with obsolete build
ings (- Torth Street and Western Ave
nue) will take over the J un ior H igh.
But, where can a new modern h igh
school be erected? The answer is:
somewhere far out in the outskirts of
the city or on the old Colby campus,
the latter being by far the most central
site. The idea would be to erect i t at
the north end of the campus, perhaps
in the space between 1 orth College
and Coburn Hall, with the athletic
field and stadium con\'eniently adja
cent.
Memorial Hall, i t is felt, could
easily be converted i nto municipal
offices, perhaps turning the chapel i n to
a court room. Ideas for uses of other
buildings are too varied to name here.
The College Avenue frontage could be
sold or leased for commercial purposes
or a bus terminal. The vacant land at
the south end of the campus and the
back area along the river could be
turned into cash i n any of many con
ceiYable ways.
The whole thing, from the City's
standpoint, seems to hinge on the fi
nancial factor, but 3.fter taking account
of all possible expedients for re-sale of
unneeded sections, plus the proceeds
of the sale of the present City Hall and
Armory the project is whittled down
to a fairly feasible figure. It is safe to
say that to the majority of Colby
people, such a disposition of the old
campus is the happiest elution yet
propo ed. Anyhow. that is how the
situation stands now.

A LUMNI COLLEGE

It is good
news that the Alumni College
Committee of the Council will shortly
have a prospectus ready for the 1 947
session which will occupy the three
days immediately following Com
mencement. The opening session will
begin at the supper hour of Monday,
-

6

June 30, with the wind-up on Wednes
day noon, July 3.
The theme this year is to be: THE
WORLD I 1 9-1-7. An attempt is be
ing made to recruit a faculty from
Colby alumni who can bring vital
first-hand testimony as to conditions i n
the world's hot spots. There wil l be
the usual lectures and discussions, the
special entertainment features, the
availability of reading material on the
topics at hand, and the vacant hours
for rambling o\'er the hillside, tennis
on our superb new courts, or general
lolli ng in the summer sun.
Besides the obvious pleasures of such
a return to one's undergraduate days,
one can anticipate the sensations which
were wel l expressed by Ralph E. Nash,
'11, last year.
" I now feel <\t home on Mayflower
Hill," he wrote. " For me, Colby
moved from the old to the new campus
when, as a member of the A lumni Col
lege, among old and new of the Colby
family, I felt there the spirit of the
College, unchanged in all that we hold
dear, eager as always to serve . . . From
now on, coming back to Colby wil l
mean corning back t o Mayflower H i l l
to fi n d there all those essential spiritual
values which Colby means to us."
- Remember the old
C HAIRS
game of Musical Chairs or Go

ing to Jerusalem? Well, the college
has been playing something like that
on a grand scale and in reverse. I n
this game, i t is the chairs who have
been looking for a place to sit.
You wil l remember that the first of
the men's dormitories opened its doors
in the nick of time last fall to take i n
i ts quota of students, b u t with a derth
of f urniture.
o one knew when the
order of desk chairs would be shipped.
By some f.reak, however, the chairs for
the Roberts Union cafeteria were al
ready here, four months ahead of time.
1aturally, the thing to do was to bor
row from the cafeteria for the dormi
tory. So, all was happy until the cafe
teria opened and the dorm chairs sti l l
h a d n o t arrived. 1;3 u t , again, a large
n umber of the Library chairs were
here and not needed for an indefinite
number of weeks. So, again, Peter
was robbed to pay Paul , and the cafe
teria was taken care of. Now. the
Library comes along and needs i ts
quota of chairs. So, are we in further
trouble now? Not at all. You see,
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the dormitory chairs came the other
day and are already in the Library
waiting to be unwrapped. Ho hum!
Maybe next summer we can do a re
shuffling job and move the chairs from
the Library to the Dormitory, from the
Dormitory to the Cafeteria and from
the Cafeteria to the Library. Then we
can consider ourselves all set.

F UND - On May first the

lumni
Fund has a long way to go to
achie,•e the goal which the Council set
for itself. A.lthough the amounts con
tributed show wide acceptance of the
"one-third-more" principle, the num
ber of persons contributing so far is
disappointing, but not dangerously
low. The tide of gifts has not yet
reached its full.
The basic idea of the Alumni Fund
is to provide a channel through which
alumni can funnel the annual dona
tions which they normally would wish
to make to their college. From the
college standpoint, the value of such
giving is doubled if it can be depended
upon in advance. The giving habits of
our alumni have apparently reached a
point where around $30,000 can be
counted upon each year and included
in the college budget. If it is a de
pendable figure, this is the equivalent
of another million dollars of productive
endowment - certainly as painless a
way for us to donate a million dollars
as can be imagined. The catch is in
the word dependable: that means that
those who have been giving will keep
on giving. There is nothing wrong
with a sudden spontaneous gift, but it
is the men and women who never miss
a year that constitute the backbone of
the Alumni Fund. Colby College has
no more important benefactors than
the nearly three hundred who were
listed in the Fund Report with (R)
after their names, signifying a regular
contributor for ten or more years.

HANGAR -

" When wil l all of
the college operations be carried
out on Mayflower Hill? " We would
like a nickle for every time that ques
tion has been asked. The answer runs
about as follows: when we have two
laboratory buildings. a second dormi
tory for girls, dormitory and fraternity
housing for about 300 more men, and
a men's athletic plant.
. Iow, however, you may delete the

final item, for by a combination of gov
ernment aid, a surplus airplane hangar
and considerab le ingenuity, our ath
letic needs will be taken care of, after
a fashion, on Mayflower Hill begin
ning next fall.
The possibility of picking up a
hangar somewhere occurred to Treas
urer Eustis some time ago. The col
lege put ! n a bid for one at Presque
I le last fall, but at a town meeting,
the community decided to keep it for
thernsel\'es. Then we tried for one at
the Brunswick . \ir Base. This request
wa granLed, but comained one catch
- you know the government way of
doing Lhings - namely, that it would
ha\'e to be used where it was. ( Even
Eustis blanched at the idea of convey
ing boys back and forth from Bruns
wick for daily physical education.)
Finally, howe\'er, a hangar was located
in Pennsylvania and a dicker was
made. row the final papers have been
signed and sealed and piles of steel
girders and corrugated metal wall
pieces are lying on the site on the new
can1pus.
When erected, it will be quite a
plant. The hangar itself will be raised
on eight-foot brick walls to give more
space overhead. The 1 0 by 1 00 foot
floor area will contain two basketball
courts and a running track. Around
the building wil l run a one-story ex
tension containing locker rooms, offices
and so on. Permanent seating for
1,600 is provided along one side of the
basketball court with a chance for 800
more portable bleachers if needed.
Architecturally,
it
is
doubtful
whether the structure will be another
Colonial gem but it wil l be situated
on the far edge of the campus north
of the athletic field where it wil l not
be too con picuous.
This is probably as satisfactory an
improvisation as can be devised, but it
should by no means be considered a
substitute for the permanent gymna
sium, swimming pool and field house
for which pace is still reserved on the
south side of the field. If any reader
has it in mind to give the college these
buildings as planned, he need not hesi
tate, because we know j ust what to do
with the hangar when that happens.
It will make an ideal indoor hockey
rink - something that Bill Millett's
championship ice teams have long
deserved.
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BOOKS MOVED TO MILLER LIBRARY
TRANSFERAL OF

W HE

they left for their spring
recess on April 23, Colby stu
dents had been doing their l ibrary
a signments in Memorial Hall, j ust as
t hey have been doing for the past 78
year .
When they returned eight days
later, the M iller Library was ready,
with study tables on the ground Boor,
attendant behind delivery desks, reerved book w ithin reach and the
bulk of Colby's 120,000 volumes i n or
der in the t iers of stacks.
Needles to say that transformation
involved a hard-working week on t he
part of the l ibrary staff, a truck · ng
firm and some 15 Colby students.
The details of the move had been
painstakingly thought out long before
hand and the job pretty well followed
the pre-arranged t i me table. During
the winter the college carpenters had
fabricated about 75 book boxes about
l' x l' x 3' in dimen ion, and an equal
number had been borrowed from the
Boston Publ ic Library. Two trucks
shuttled the two miles between the old
and new campuse , while crews at
either end loaded and emptied the
boxes.
A simple, yet ingenious, system en
abled the books to be taken off the
shelves at one end and put up at the

120,000

VoLUMEs ·No SMALL TAsK

other i n the same sequence, thus
eliminating t he need for re-sorting in
the new l ibrary. Each box was num
bered consecutiYely, from 1 to 1 50, and
the work was begun on the " A "
she! ves. Care was taken to put the
books i n the box beginning at the
numbered end. Where one box full
left off, the next began, and so on.
Out i n the Miller Library, after a
truck load of boxes had been unloaded,
they were carried i n to the stacks i n
numerical order, beginning w ith the
lowest. Removing them from the
numbered end of the box and putting
them on the shelves in order, the books
landed in their new abode in the iden
tical sequence they had previously
ocq1pied.
Since, according to the l ibrarian's
slogan, " A misplaced book is lost,"
members of the staff " read the
shelves " looking for errors, but very
few misplacements were spotted.
Librarian James Humphry, and h is
predecessor, ProE. Gilmore Warner, i n
their working clothes, were a t t he two
ends of the process, one taking the
books from the shelves and the other
putting tl1em up on the new shelves.
A gang of students hustled the full
boxes to the waiting truck i n one way
or another. I n the basement stacks,

for instance, the mo\'er's roller-carrier
was utilized and a strong shove would
send the box sliding up and out the
window where the trucking crew
loaded it. When the gallery of the old
library was reached, the full boxes
were shot down a plank slide to t he
main Boor and thence to a window
where t he truck was backed up.
On Mayflower Hill, most of the
books were unloaded onto the broad
front steps and then carried a box at a
time through the main delivery room
to the stacks or up or down a Bight
as the case might be. \¥hat the boys
enjoyed most was handl ing the several
hundred bound volumes of the New
York Times one by one in bucket
brigade fashion up the steps and
through the building to their location.
While this move giYes the student
body a working l ibrary, its full effi
ciency awaits the complet ion of the
main reading room which, at the t ime
of writing, is at the stage of having the
rubber tile flooring laid. Due to a
mix-up at the mill, the wood finish
for the window frames did not come
with the order, so there will be a delay
there. The elevator which is to serve
the six floors of stacks has been virtu
ally ready for a month, but lacks a cer
tain mercury switch for the levelling

ONLY BARE SHELVES IN THE OLD LIBRARY NOW
is consolation in tl1e views of the fire
,
These are sights which will bring a lump to many an a lum ni throat. but there
proof and convenit-nt stacks on the next page. ·

device before it can be put i nto action.
Such things are j ust part of the normal
degree of frustration which eem to
be part of all construction undertak
i ngs in the e days. In time all of the
loose ends will be tied up and when
alumni come for Commencement they
will have an opportunity to walk
around in the effic ient and beautiful
college l ibrary that they have been
dreaming about all these years.

HOW TO MOVE A LIBRARY
The top three pictures shou1 scenes in Memorial Hall where Prof. Warner,
ajsisted by David Weber, '47, is taking the volumej from the old wooden shelves
and placing them in order in boxes which are then slid down to the main fioor
and trucked to Mayfiower Hill.
The middle group shows the book boxes being can·ied into the Miller Library
and placed on the shelves by Librarian Humphry, still in their proper sequence.
In the center, Perley Leighton, '48, picks the Library's smallest book to can-y,
while Teddy Drummond, 148, lugs the largest.
Below are scenes of the new Library in working order. A view down the
aisle of one of the six "decks 11 of fireproof steel stacks is at the left, with the de
livery desk f01· the Reserved Book Room shoevn in the middle and a general view
of tl1e jame room during a morning hour.
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A TRIBUTE TO PARMENTER
By FREDERICK A. POTTLE, '17

T HE_revi\:al

i n the Alumnus of the
_
senes ot tributes
to favorite teach
ers gives me an unexpected and undeerved opportunity to clear a con
science which has been bad for years.
I should long ince have made some
public report on the teacher at Colby
who did most for me.
I was a pupil of Roberts and Taylor
and Marquardt even ( for a brief
period) of Hedman . It would be dis
loyal and offensive to say anything
against any of these men.
I feel no
wish to in any case, for my estimate of
their abilities does not differ much
from those that have already been x
pressed i n the Alumnus. But it m u t
strike any reader, or at least any
reader who is by profession a teacher,
that the great majority of t he tributes
so far published have not dealt with
teaching i n t he narrow sense of the
word, but have been testimonials of
respect or affection for the characters
of the teachers in question. I wish to
deal with the fundamental issue : not
who inspired me with t he greatest awe
or who made me laugh the most, but
who taught me the most. And as to
the answer, I have not the slightest
doubt. It was George Freeman Par
menter.
Dr. Parmenter possessed the unusual
virtue of first, last, and always teaching
his subject. He was not without wit,
and he could even on occasion put on
a very good show ; but his aim was to
teach chemistry, and he did teach
chemistry. In gracefulness and lucid
ity I think Dr. Chester (a very re
markable classroom teacher) was per
haps his superior, but nobody at Colby
in my day equalled Parmenter for
vigor and massiveness. A man who
majored i n chemistry learned chemis
try. I shall fling aside modesty and
cite myself as an example. My formal
study of chemistry ended with my sen
ior year at Colby in 1 9 17. I taught
elementary chemistry for some months
in 1 9 19 and again in 1 920, and during
that time did some reviewing. Since
1 920 I have devoted myself unremit
tingly to study of quite another kind.
But without a ny review at all I could
now pass a better-than -average test in
elementary organ ic or inorganic chem-

i try and with a summer's private
study could equip myself to teach
those subjects even at the college level.
I can say that of no other subject I
studied at Colby.
Dr. Parmenter possessed professional
sense to a degree almost unparalleled
at Colby in my day. He was himself
the product of a graduate school, and
he organized the courses of his de
partment o that anyone who com
pleted the chemistry major with good
grades was equipped to enter a good
graduate school. Do not pass over that
statement casually: it is more than can
be said for most departments of in
struction in most colleges of t he pres
ent day. Other Colby teachers tended
to be tentative and timid; they might
tell you that in laying out a major it
would be wise to take certain courses
outside the major department, but I
can't remember that they ever made
you do it . There was none of that
nonsense in chemistry. Nobody was
in ited to major in the subject, but
any man who did, committed himself
to two years of German, to advanced
physics, and to advanced mathematics.
Parmenter assumed as a matter of
course that his major students had a
professional interest in the subject.
Nlost of them either were placed on
graduation in industrial jobs, went into
secondary-school teaching, or went on
to graduate school. He sent more stu
dents to graduate school than all the
rest of the faculty combined. My ap
proval of this may sound like the snob
bery of a professional teacher himself
engaged in graduate teaching; I think
it is not snobbery but plain common
sense. The most important corn that
a farmer grows is the few ears of seed
he saves for next year. Men who go
on to graduate school are in the sight
of God, no better than men who go
back to the farm or into business; they
may be much worse. But the unique
and fundamental task of any institu
tion of learning is to keep learning
alive, and that means to produce schol
ars. To produce scholars in the pres
ent day means something quite con
crete and simple: it means inspiring
college boys and girls with a desire
for graduate study, and then seeing
that they are equipped for graduate

study when they finish college. Par
menter did that. That I am i n the
posit ion I now hold is his doing. I
had already decided before my gradu
ation that I should not continue the
tudy of chemistry, but the wish for
graduate study which I had absorbed
in his company remained unchanged.
And he prepared me for the graduate
study of English, though I have never
been able to convince him of it. When
T applied for admission to t he Yale
Graduate School and a scholarship, the
Dean (a professor of English) granted
me both, on the ground that though I
had never taken any courses in English
literature I had taken a good solid
professional course.
He would have
been much less impressed by the k in d
o f English major most of our appli
cants now present : no German, no col
lege Latin, and no genuine study of
science.
I have been so intent on giving Par
menter his du� as a professional man
that I have neglected to paint his per
sonality. To the vast majority of the
present alumni body that is unneces
sary : Parmenter began teaching at
Colby in 1 903, and is still going
strong. But I suppose I ought not to
end without some anecdotal reminis
cence. Probably the thing that Colby
alumni who go back to Roberts's time
remember most vividly about Parmen
ter is the way he and the President
used to roar at each other. Roberts
was always deferential and polite to
Dr. Taylor, who had been his teacher,
but he was not above trying to bully
all the other members of the faculty.
If he saw the door of Parmenter's office
open as he went up the stairs to his
office in Chemical Hall, he was likely
to giYe him some peremptory instruc
tion in a shout intended to be audible
in every classroom in the building.
He would then proceed happily and
with great dignity up the stairs. Par
menter would wait until Roberts had
nearly reached the top ; then he would
burst out of the door and reply in a
bout equall loud and peremptory.
He never allowed the President to
push him around, and Roberts re
spected and lo\'ed him for it.
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Standing on the steps of Chemical Hall are the members of the faculty during the interim between the death of
President Roberts and the inauguration of President Johnso n . The college was administered by a committee of seven,
consisting of Professors Taylo1·, Cliester, Parmenter, Ashcra ft, Libby, Weber and Marriner. There are 17 of this group
still on the Colby faculty. Can you name them? Answer: Chester, Parmenter, Runnals, Stanley, Marriner, Morrow,
Weber, Colgan, Ashcraft, Warren, Eustis, Rollins, Breckenridge, Sttong,
ewman, Chapman, Weeks.

The personal anecdote that I am
most likely to recall concerns the bomb
I was conducting an
calorimeter.
analysis of coal to determine the num
ber of thermal units i n it. After select
ing and preparing a sample of the coal
(a tedious business ) , I m ixed it with
sodium peroxide and put t he mixture
i n the bomb, a stout metal shell mid
way on a shaft with vanes on it, like
the dasher of an ice-cream freezer,
mounted so that it could be rotated i n
a small covered t u b of water. There
were electric contacts inside the bomb.
According to theory, I was to close a
switch which would explode the mix-

ture of coal and sodium peroxide i n
the bomb and start the dasher rotating
so as to stir the water. The heat of
the born b would be transmitted to the
water, and from the rise of tempera
ture I was to compute the calorific
value of the sample of coal. The
trouble was that I couldn't get the mix
ture to ignite : when I closed the
switch, nothing happened. After fuss
ing with the apparatus a while, I re
ported to Parmenter. He quizzed me
as to what I had done and checked
everything, but still nothing happened.
Finally we dumped the mixture out
in a crucible. It looked all right but

that meant l ittle. We got careless. He
took the two bare wires and thrust
them into the mixture, I closed the
switch. The mixture ignited with a
flash a foot high, u nder and around
his left hand. He withdrew to h is
office· r followed after a discreet inter
val and smugly inquired what I should
do with the apparatu . What I really
wanted of course, was to see how he
was bearing up under the pain of a
really evere burn. He looked at me a
moment, holding himself in with ob
vious difficulty. Then he said, " For
all I care, you can take the damned
thing out and bury it."
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" THE EGG AND I ,,
By MADELINE SHERMAN, '46

J

NE ER thanked him. I suppose
I'd have felt a little silly, once,
trying to put what I felt into words and then four years elapsed.
I
thought he would have forgotten me.
But when I saw that The Colby
Alumnus urged its readers to con
tribute anecdotes of the personality
they most remembered, I thought per
haps the time- had come to speak of
this man who so influenced my life.
This is not the type of story which
ordinarily lends itself to good anec
dote. There is no amusing incident,
and the only action is the action f a
young mind emerging from its chi d
hood and moving in a sort of blind,
gangling fear against a world whose
meaning is blank as the face of a
white-washed wall. Does every fresh
man, lost to childhood and its beliefs,
turn from college class to college class
inquiring from each ?
I went to Professor Webster Ches
ter's biology class convinced that I did
not care how a grasshopper's mandi
bles functioned. I did not care about
mapping the route of a frog's diges
tion. I did not, in fact, like biology.
I was looking for something.
Almost, I was glimpsing the outer
aura of light I was seeking. I was try
ing to catch it, writing for Mrs. Com
paretti, learning from her :
" Integrity means not ' honesty '
(Father, I chopped down the cherry !) ;
not ' doing of duty ' (that breeder of
the martyr complex) ; but rather, in
tegrity means ' wholeness of spirit.' It
comes from ' integer - a whole ': It
means the whole You."
She taught strange things. She
drew half curtains. I followed her,
breathless. Ecclesiastes, Portrait of the
A1·tist, and Whitman . . .
" Let me write for you! " I said, set
ting my scrawl on lined paper as a
trap to catch flickering light so I could
look at it closely, trying to make out
some sort of form in the unsteady
gleaming. The light of knowledge
was like swamp-fire to me.
" I ! I am God and man and alive
and mixed up. Help me. "
Let me write for you. She did. I
shall never forget her.

But this is not the story of Professor
Alice Comparetti, though she is one
of the arms of the windmill which
lifted the freshman as poor Don
Quixote was never lifted, may it be
made up to him in some quixotic
heaYen.
This is the story of what happened
in the biology class I didn't want to
go to.
It was almost the end of the year. I
was failing the course and duly upset
about it, but completely helpless in the
face of mandibles I could not memo
rize and digestive processes I could
never trace through the earthworm. I
sat in my room and in frenzied mono
tone memorized word lists. It was all
in vain. They meant nothing to me.

" BUGSY II CHESTER
(Taken about 25 years ago)

Then, in the midst of a lecture on
the amoeba, Professor Chester threw
in a few of the most profound words
on life and immortality which I have
ever heard.
I think they have
changed my life. They are rather
tremendous.
" This amoeba," he said, drawling in
the way he had, " never dies. It repro
duces by splitting in half. Unless
something kills it, it goes on and on
forever. It is �e , �nly immortal. But
we, we must die.
I sat there waiting. Were the others
waiting as I was? I held my pencil
tensely; no need to take notes. This
I would either remember or not re
member. Would they be worth re
membering, these words ?
" The amoeba is the only immortal.

It moves, after its sluggish fashion, to
gets its food, and moves to the stimuli
of hot and cold. It will live forever,
but we must die. As the organism
ceases to be a single unit, becoming
more complex, it has parts to wear out.
[ Parts to wear out: the parts that saw
color and heard high, sweet sound . ]
You and I will die. We are not the
amoeba. Death is the price we pay
for being what we are."
0, divine imperfection which keeps
us from being immortal! " Death is
the price we pay for being what we
are."
I have always thought that was a
code to live by: that what we are
should be worth the price we pay.
A door swung back. A curtain was
pushed aside. A wise man had spoken
a few words about an amoeba.
But that was not all. It was really
only the beginning.
I went home on the bus to May
flower Hill.
I sat on my rug and, staring at my
biology book, I tried it anew. But
even now, the words did not make
sense. " I have," I thought grandilo
quently, " found my soul, but this
biology still is beyond me."
Terror closed down. I was a moron,
a fool! I was not quite bright, and
life, I was sure, would show me no
mercy.
In the next week we came to the
study of Darwin, and I began to have,
dancing on the edge of my conscious
ness, a faint, far flicker of dawning
comprehension which, when I tried to
capture it, eluded me still. It might
have eluded me always except for my
teacher.
" I shall," he said, in speaking of re
production, " leave you with one ques
tion. What is the egg ? "
Several raised their hands. He
shook his head.
" No," he said, " I leave the ques
tion with you."
This was a direct challenge.
reached for my pencil. (When
thought, I always thought with the tip
of my pencil.)
.

.
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That e\'ening l didn't g o t o s upper.
was reading. l was devouring biol
ogy text like a novel or poem.
ow,
yes, now it made sense !
Tow, face
to face !
At three o'clock that morning I was
writing.
Would Professor Chester
care to read it ? It was a rhapsodic
dissertation on the egg. I was face to
face with the mystery of Potentiality,
seeing cities and pavements, hearing
mu ic, watching civilizations rise,
whose qualities had been imprisoned
in a pin-prick of protoplasm, and
once had lived with the universe for
a n egg-shell and an egg-shell for a uni
verse. This was an egg !
Would he care to read i t ?
Would
he think me a fool ?
Had he turned away from this
paper, it would have meant to me
that I was indeed not quite bright and
that I was the well-meaning s impleton
I sometimes suspected I must be,
doomed to blunder i ncapably through
life. When we are young we are not
optimistic about our future. I doubted
the poss ibility of muddling through at
all, even at the most menial job, life
being most intolerant of the incapable.
I thought how terrible i t was for my
family to haYe brought forth a moron !
But the universe grew, the miracle,
under my eyes, coming clearer to me
under my pencil. This great blue
golden world new-flung into space !
Vilould Professor Chester care to
read i t ? Would he ( over and over )
think me a fool ?
I was trembling so I could hardly
stand, the next day. I had been up all
n ight. My paper was many pages
long, bulky under my fingers. I had
to hang onto the rail a� I climbed the
s tairs, mounting in dread and hope to
the biology lab ready to turn and run
at the slightest obstacle.
Professor Chester was there.
I mumbled, scar! �: · I have written
a paper on the egg.
I shall never forget how kindly he
took it as i f he were pleased - as i f I
had done well to do such a wild and
silly and unconventional thing. My
heart sang as I ran down the stairs . I t
kept on singing.
He called me to him after class the
next day. We talked - and about
How we
uch wonderful things !
talked ! Door after door opened for
me while he spent his time freely, giv
i ng of himsel f that r might ha\'e a
new world.
"

That wa not the only day. There
vvere others.
rever was there such
tal k ! I was not a fool, no. I k new l
had no tu<lent's brain, but I ha<l an
imagination . That was the only chan
nel through which to reach me, so
patiently, he took that channel. He
reached me. He reached me where l
waited, imprisoned in myself as An
nie ullivan reached Helen Keller.
It has been four years si nee I saw
Professor Chester. I wonder i f he
knew how grateful I was ?
One can, perhaps, say most things

best with one's life. Now I am teach
ing, too - not freshmen in college, but
freshmen in l'iigh school. Still, they
are freshmen.
They are saying,
" \Vhat am I, who am sent against
li fe ? "
hat hall I answer?
ome people in their gratitude build
monuments. and some give riches to
harity in omebody's name, but I
would wi h that it might be granted to
me that I answer as wisely as I once
was answered; that I take someone
el e on that journey over the windmill.

EX P ER TS TO APPRAISE COU RSES

Q NE of the educational problems in

a college is to keep liai on chan
nels open between the faculty, the trus
tees, the alumni, and the administra
tion. A device for promoting fuller
acquaintanceship between these groups
ha been started this year by the
lumni Council in the form of \ i it
ing Committee .
The work of the college has been
broken down into ten fields of related
ubject matter, usually combining two
or more academic departments. For
each field there has been formed a
committee of not more than s i x perons including some alumni, trus tees
and members of the public at large
who are especially qualified to under
stand and make a contribution to
effective teaching of the given subject
matter.
So far, the Committees on Science
and on Languages and Literature have
"isited the college, with meetings of
the Committee on Iursing and Medi
cal Technology planned for May 3,
and the Committee on Philosophy, Re
ligion, Psychology and Sociology on
May 5. Other meeting are pending.
Jn the typical case, the chairman of
the commi ttee works out a date with
hi fellow members and they arri e at
the college. Meanwhile, one of the
department heads has arranged a gath
ering of the faculty in the departments
involved and they all sit down for a
good discussion of the aims, ambitions
and need of that field of in truction.
The committee then may have l unch
eon together and tea or a conference
with Dr. Bixler. Later the committee
chairman writes up a report appraising
Colbv's instruction in the given field,
together ""ith any recommendations

which they ma care to make. This
report i� submitted in duplicate to
Pre i<lent Bi xler and to the Alumni
Council.
The dividends to be hoped for in
clude a stimulation of the faculty by
as ociation with intere ted experts, bet
ter knowledge and appreciation on the
part of tru tee and key alumni of the
educational work being accomplished
by our staff and intell igent support by
trustees and alumni of con tructive
measures proposed by President Bixler.
ot all ot the committees have been
full appointed, as of May first, but
the I i t as it tands is given below.
Identification are gi en only in the
ca e .of non-al umni.
Business Administration - Harry E.
Umphrey, ' 14 ; Milroy Warren, ' 1 4 ;
�'illiam
e' all, tru tee, chairman
of the board, Bath Iron Works, Bath;
Clyde Heath, Vice-President
ew
England Telephone and Telegraph
Company, Bo ton · Russell B. Spear,
President, The Depositors Tr:ust Com
pany, Augu ta · Winthrop H. Smith,
trustee partner, Merrill Lynch Pierce,
Fenner and Beane.
Fine Arts and Music - John E. Can
delet, '_/; M. Lucille K idder, '20;
Marion White Smith,
17;
Neil
Leonard, '2 1 ; Willard Cumming , Jr.,
portraiti t anJ Director of the Skow
hegan chool of rt.
Langnages and Literature - Ray
mond T. Haskell, ' 1 4 ; H. Bacon Colla
more, trustee, book collector, Execu
ational Fire In
tive Vice-Pres ident,
s urance Company Hartford; Prof.
Thomas i xon Means, Bowdoin Col
lege ; Mrs. Matthew T. Mellon, North
east Harbor· R ichard M. Hallet au
thor, Boothbay Harbor.
'

•
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Sciences - Prof. Leslie F. Murch,
' 15 ; Newton L. Nourse, ' 19; Kermit
. LaFleur, '37 ; Dr. H ugh L. Robin
on, ' l ; Wallace E. Parson , General
fanager Keyes Fibre Company, Waterville; PerciYal C. Keith President,
Hydrocarbon Research, Inc., New
York City.
History, Government and Econom
ics - George B. Barnes, '26; William

H. S. Stevens, '06 ; Guy G. Gabrielson,
trustee, lawyer, ew York C ity; Sum
ner Sewall,
merican Military Gov
ernment, Germany ; Margaret Chase
mith {ember of Congress, Washing
ton ; Prof. Torman Padelford, Massa
chusetts Tn titute of Technology.
Library - Everett C. Herrick, '98 ;
Sarah B. Young, '09; Florence E.
Dunn, '96; Raymond Spinney, '2 1 ;
Robert B . Downs, Librarian Univeri ty of Ill inoi · Andrew Osborn, Wid
ner Library, Harvard University.
Philosophy,
and Sociology

Religion,

Psychology

Rev. Evan J. Shear
man, '22 ; Rev. John vV. Brush, '20 ·
fatthew T. Mellon, trustee, former
-

lecturer in philosophy, University of
Heidelberg; Rev. Wallace W. Ander
son,
State Street Congregational
Church, Portland ; Leverett D. B ristol,
Commissioner of Health and Welfare,
State of Maine.
Education
Clyde E. Russell, '22 ;
Leon C. Staples, '05 ; Ruth Hamilton
Whittemore ' 1 2 · Franklin W. John
son '91 · Harland Ladd, Commissio"ner
of Education for Maine, Augusta;
Prof. Robert Ulich, Harvard Univer
sity.
-

!ursi11g and Medical Technology

-

Dr. John W. Stinson, ' 1 9 ; Dr. Libby
Pulsifer, '2 1 ; Dr. F. T. Hill, ' 1 0 ; Dr.
Cecil W. Clark, '05 ; Raymond P.
Sloan, Editor, The Modern Hospital,
ew York City· Frank Wing, Director, the
ew England Medical
Center, Boston.
Health and Ph ysical Education John W. Coombs, '06 ; Raymond R .
Thompson, ' 1 4 ; Richard D. Hall, '32 ;
Will iam L. Brown merchant Water
ville; William J. Bingham, Director of
Athletics, Harvard University.

NE W BOOK ON BASEBA LL
BASEBALL.
B y fack Coombs.
Health and Sports Series. Illustrated.
ew York: Prentice-Hall.
340 pp.

$].50.

( From the . ew York Times Book
Review )

T HE

fi rst edition of this text-book
on baseball found great favor
with high school and college coaches
when it appeared in 1 938. This re
vised edition should be j ust as popular.
It is more complete than the original,
"'·ith the most notable addition prob
ahl v being a chapter on scoring.
Although the author has neglected
to describe the Bronx cheer, tell the
exact moment a faltering pitcher
should be relieved or sol e the prob
lem of how a ball lost in the sun can
be found again, he has dealt thor
oughly with the technical side of base
ball . The average fan may not care
to know when the infield should play
in, who should cut off the throw from
right field, or why the shortstop signals
pitches to his outfielders, but such
knowledge is indispensable to the
player and coach.

" COLBY /ACK " CO OMBS, 'o6
In his heyday with the Athletics

Baseball is our national game, yet i t
is one o f our most poorly coached
sports. Football coaches not baseball
coaches, draw the fat salaries in schools
and colleges. Relatively few profes-

sionals turn to coaching when their
playing careers are ended. One who
d id is Jack Coombs, formerly a n out
standing big league pitcher, now coach
of Duke University, and author of this
book.
Coombs . won 158, lost 1 1 1 games i n
fourteen seasons with the Athletics,
Dodgers and Tigers. In 1 9 1 0 he won
thirty-one games while losing only
nine. He won five World Series
games without defeat, and in the 1 9 1 0
series won three games in five days.
A graduate of Colby College in Water
ville, Maine, Coombs coached at Wil
liams and Princeton before going to
Duke in 1 929. He has developed
several big league players, including
Bill Werber and Eric Tipton.
Coombs considers nearly every tech
nical phase of ba eball . If he fails to
describe the " slider," the fad pitch of
modern baseball, he is doing big league
managers a favor. A pitcher himself,
Coombs calls pitching " the most diffi
cult position in the game." He seems
to doubt that the shortstop has the
most important fielding position. He
says a good hitter comes by his ability
naturally.
In this edition, Coombs has amended
a disputed point by admitting that the
professional pitcher backs up the
catcher on throws to the plate by out·
fielders, while the third baseman and
first baseman take positions to cut off
the throws.
I n college baseball,
Coombs fi nds that outfielders have
weaker �rms and that the pitcher can
make the cut-offs, with nobody back
i ng up the catcher.
The book is loaded with good sound
baseball lore : A slow ball should never
be pitched to a weak hitter; an in
fielder's hands can come up quicker for
a ground ball than they can go dow n ;
o•Hfielders should back up bases o n
throws b y infielders; outfielders should
know what kind of ball the pitcher is
about to throw; with the infield drawn
in, a .250 hitter becomes a .500 hitter·
and a base-runner " must not listen to
instructions given him i n a friendly
manner by an opposing infielder."
It is encouraging to note that
Coombs suggests that players shout " I
have it! " instead of, " I got it! " And
that he discourages the head-first slide.
Everyone k nows that Frank Frisch lost
his hair from being tagged on the head
with the ball as he d ived spectacularly
for the bases.
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DOING T HINGS OF INTEREST
WAR WAIFS
project to salvage
some of the human misery re
sulting from the war is being under
taken by Harold W. Soule, '04, upon
his retirement from active business life.
A home and education in the New
World for two Austrian waifs is his
contribution to rehabilitation.
Last January, on the same day as he
retired from the college department
of D. C. Heath Company, publishers,
Soule left for Austria. He established
himself in the H irsch Hotel in Vienna
and advertised his desire to adopt two
children, finally picking Edith, a ten
year old Czech, and I ngebord, a four
teen-year old Austrian girl.
Edith is an orphan who was found
l iving with a grandmother in Southern
Moravia. Her father had died during
the war and her mother was " taken
away by the Russians " two years ago
and had not been heard from again.
Ingebord's mother i s l iving i n Vienna,
but conditions were so bad, with
schools closed for lack of fuel, that she
was willing to allow her daughter to
leave the country for a better chance
to grow up.
Accompanying the children as gov
erness is nineteen-year old Renate
Held, a young Vienesse medical stu
dent who has also published a novel
and a children's book and who at the
age of 12 was figure skating champion
of Vienna.
Because i m migration restrictions pre
vent his new " family " from settling
in this country, Soule has purchased a
farm i n Costa Rica where he proposes
to raise coffee and sugar. They made
a few weeks' visit in this country on
temporary visas, leaving Boston on
March 31 for New Orleans, whence
they will fly to Alaj uela, Costa R ica.
In an interview for a Boston news
paper, Soule declared that he chose
Vienna to carry out his idea because in
his pre-war travels he had admired the
Austrian culture and people, and
wanted to do something to alleviate
the suffering in that country.
" Ou r generation has pretty well up
et the world," he said, " and we ought
to hel p the �� unger generation in any
way we can.
A natiYe of Hingham, Mass., Soule
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Harold W. Soule, '04" 1/.lith his new "family " just befo1·e starting for Costa
Rica where he plans to engage in coffee and sugar raising.

was graduated from Colby in 1 904
and won a Rhodes Scholarship for
three years' study at Oxford. He
taught at several secondary schools and
at Simmons College and the University
of Minnesota before j oining the D. C.
Heath Company in 1 9 1 7 as head of
their college textbook department. H i s
30 years of service t o t h i s furn termi
nated w ith his retirement on Decem
ber 31 last.
GIRL GOES TO SEA
Able Seaman is a new title for a
Colby alumna, but June Totman Pet
ers, '42, who has been plying the
Atlantic in the American or Nor
wegian merchant marine, writes the
following interesting letter.

QN

March 3 1 , 1 946, I signed on
what was then the largest ship i n
t h e U . S. Merchant Navy, the S
Washington
and sailed within a
couple of hours to Cobb, I reland, and
Southampton, England, for what
turned out to be an introduction to a

totally new kind of life - that of a
union seaman and straight into the
TMU s May strike, at that.
After being ashore four days I was
offered an opportunity to sail to Vene
zuela and a small beautiful island
called Curacao as a salongpike on a
orwegian tanker. What a contrast!
In tead of a 24,000 ton luxury ship
with 50 girls in the crew, now it was
an old torpedo-damaged tanker carry
ing two girl ; from a crew comprising
14 different nationalities who, never
theles , all spoke English, to one en
tirely
orwegian, with hardly an
English phrase. Well, i t was a n inter
esting and more-than-delightful sum
mer and fall. We received five per
cent more pay (in kroner) because of
the poor - and therefore dangerous condition of the Fenris, but even so
they were happy months lazily sailing,
ometimes drifting for days without
engine power, through the incredibly
blue water between Philadelphia and
Puerto la Cruz.
In December 1 signed on another
orwegian ship, the Bown's, a C- 1
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ju ·t purcha ed from the U. S. govern
ment - a really beautiful job.
We
had a Norwegian Christmas celebra
tion at sea with two trees and gifts for
all from the Norwegian Seaman's
C:hurch i n Baltimore.
They hadn't
hgured on a girl in the crew, so I had
a good laugh over the man's belt and a
book written i n
orwegian, but the
candy was welcome.
It took us 22 days to get to Santos
Brazil,
where w e
spent 26 sun:
drenched, crowded days.
We were
lucky enough to see Brazil's famous
Carnival which is the equivalent of
the . ew Orleans Mardi Gras, except
that 1t la ts a week. From there we
pushed south to the small town of
Paranagua
for
more
coffee,
then
traight to Rio de Janeiro. Everyone
.
1s more than k i nd to an American girl
on board a Norwegian ship, and Rio
\Vas no exception.
An 0 Globo re
porter interviewed me and later that
day I had coffee with the mayor, went
u p Sugar Loaf, and out to Copacabana
Beach.
Right now I ' m j ust a sailor on the
beach looking for a ship going to
Norway. On June 1 st my year as a
seaman will be terminated and I 'm en
titled to schooling for an officer.
Have already enrolled at the Melville
Radio Institute here i n New York for
the June class graduation from w hich
will qualify me as a ship's radio oper
ator and two gold stripes on my Nor
wegian Merchant Navy uniform.
I t really is a fascinating occupation,
full of humor, excitement, happiness
and, yes, a bit of work, too. I love
every minute of i t and after being
ashore a week or so, soaking up the
noise, new movies, plays, concerts,
lovely shop wi ndows, listening to new
American songs, being able to run to
the corner for a newspaper, drinking
that back quota of milk, sleeping all
morni n g, I 'm more than ready to go to
sea again !

EDITS READERS DIGEST

The April issue of The Readers
Digest devotes its inside frnnt cover
se1·ies of " The Group Who Make the
Digest " to Merle Crowell, ' 10, senior
The personal sketch follows.
editor.
B ORN on a farm in North Newport, Maine, Merle Crowell sand
wiched work as a lumberjac k between
layers of education at two preparatory
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sor Emeritus Melvin M. Smith w i t h
t h e University as a member of the
staff of the Department o f Chemistry.
Now at 79, though in partial retire
me� t, he will be found each day
awvely engaged i n teaching freshman
chemistry.

MERLE CROWELL, '10
schools and Colby College. When the
urge toward newspaper work became
irresistible, he left college, headed for
Tew York and got a job as reporter
on the Evening Su.n. Four years later
( 1 9 1 5 ) , when he was handling feature
stories and local politics, he went to
The American Magazine as staff
writer and associate editor.
At the outbreak of World War I
Crowell completed ROTC training:
was promptly promoted to captain and
assigned to organize and direct person
nel work at the Port of Embarkation,
Newport News, Va. After two years
in service, he returned to The Ameri
can Magazine, of which he was made
editor in chief in 1 923. Six years later
h e resigned to resume article writing.
In 1931, Crowell became Director of
Public Relations for Rockefeller Cen
ter, on which construction was about
to be started i n the heart of New York
He returned to the magazine
City.
field i n 1 944 as Senior Editor and As
sistant to the Editor of The Reader's
Digest.

SALUTE TO A TEACHER

The following appreciation of Mel
vin M. Smith, '90, appeared in the
alumni magazine of the University of
New Hampshi1·e.
HE year 1 947 marks the thirtieth
T year of the association of Profes-

Born in 1 867 at Sanbornton,
. H .,
he received the B.S. degree in 1 890
and the M.S. degree i n 1 892, both at
Colby College. · For a number of
years he was headmaster at the high
school of Dover, N. H. In 1 9 1 7 h e
joined t h e staff of t h e Chemistry De
partment at the University, then un
der the direction of the late Professor
Charles James. His first teaching was
of qu� litative analysis and blow pipe
analysis. In the early twenties he or
ganize� for the first time laboratory
work m freshman chemistry. He has
guided and developed thi s important
field of work over the years. Starting
with a small number of students, the
course has grown until this last semes
ter there were 800 students. Professor
Smith has probably had more students
under his direction over the years than
any other faculty member of the Uni
versity - an estimated fifteen to
twenty thousand.
I n company with Mrs. Smith, Pro
fessor Emeritus in English of the Uni
versity, he has spent his summers in
travel, visiting Central America, Eu
rope, and the Orient.
He is remembered gratefully by h i s
studei:ts for his thorough teaching,
and m particular by the majors in
chemistry who will recall with deli o-ht
h is dry humor and wit i n recount�g
the adventures of his travels.
We salute with honor a beloved pro
fessor who co ntinues to give so gener
.
.
ously of his life to us and to the Uni
ver ity.
BECOMES COUNTRY EDITOR

article about the Boothby Reg
.
ister, which is edited by Ralph
E. Delano, '40, appeared recently in a
Portland newspaper.
I ow in its 69th year this paper has
survived various economic slumps and
even a disastrous fire, but now under
Delano and i n n ew quarters i t is
flourishing more than ever.
Mrs. Delano (Muriel Howe, '42)
takes care of the office while two men
and the editor comprise the entire pro
duction staff.
Besides composing the

A
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Register's " well written editorial col
umn " Delano is frequently at the
l inotype machine or press. I t takes a n
all-around man to edit a country
weekly and Delano finds that his ex
perience as sports editor of the Colby
Echo and editor of the White Mule
was a good vocational training.
The Register, printed in a quiet sea
side town of about 2 000 all year pop
ulation, has a reading publ ic of eight
or ten times that number because of
its national circulation among the

summer colonists. One o( the unique
features is a regular advertisement by
a grocery store proprietor who writes a
column of philo ophy and town chat
interspersed with plugs for hi gro
ceries.
When the plant burned to the
ground two years ago, the whole com
mun ity j oined in to a sist the paper
carry on its publication in im provi ed
manner until new equipment could be
obtained and installed in a new one
story building.

WORLD BANK HEAD TO SPE A K

. . La l week McCloy accepted .
Pol i Lely but incisively he explained that
he had accepted on his own terms.
They might be boiled down to five
word : He would be the boss. But,
he insi ted that meant that the B an k
would take well-calculated risks for
constructive purpo es, and it would
consider political as well as financial
rcalitie .
fter a good look at Europe
he wa cominced that the world could
not exist ha!( rubble and half sky
scraper."

JOIN

ALUMNI OFFICE

! 26th COMMENCEMENT
JUNE 28 - 3 0

JOHN J . McCLOY

P RESIDE

T
BIXLER has announced that John J . McCloy,
newly-elected president of the World
Bank, will be the guest speaker at the
Colbv Commencement exercises on
Mon day morning, J une 30.
Mr. McCloy was Assistant Secretary
of War from April 1 94 1 to ovember
1 945, having been expert consultant to
the Secretary of War for two years
p reviously.
A natiYe of Philadelphia and grad
uate of Amherst in the class of 1 9 1 6,
he practiced law in Iew York City
following military service in World
War I.
He is a trustee of the American
M useum of Tatural History, The
Rockefeller Foundation, and the
Brookings Tnstitute· a director of the

The Colby Commencement this
year comes the last . week-end in
June. A complete program will be
mailed to all alumni i n due time,
together w i th a prospectus for the
Alumni College which w i l l be held
on the following three days. Tenta
tive plans, however, call for the fol
lowing:
Saturday, Jw1e 28 - Senior Class
Day;
Alumni
and
Alumnae
Luncheons;
Baseball, Colby-Bow
doin ; Class Reunions.
Sunday, June 29 - Baccalaureate
Service;
Sorority and Fraternity
Reunions;
Colby Fami ly Party;
Boardman Missionary Service.
Monday, June 30 - Commence
ment Exercises, John J. McCloy,
Pres•dent of the World
Bank,
speaker; Commencement Dinner.

Empi re Tru t Company, and the
Union Pacific Railroad Company; and
a member of various bar associations
and social clubs.
McCloy was mentioned in the publ ic
press this winter as the leading candi
date for the position of head of the
V\Tarid Bank, and it was stated that
his acceptance was delayed pending
assurances that its policy of long-term
reconstruction credit to foreign coun
tries would be reconciled with the need
for proper safeguards for the banks
and institutional i nvestors who will
have to put u p much of the money.
Announcement of his election to its
presidency by the bank's directors was
made on February 2 8 .
Newsweek reported on McCloy's
election as follows :

PHYLLIS ST. CLAIR FRASER, '13

T HE new face in the Alumni Office

is that of Phyllis St. Clair Fra
er, ' 1 3, who will bear the title of As
sistant Secretary of the Alumni Coun
cil.
Mr . Fraser, who was director of
\\'omen's Personnel for the ew Eng
land Shipbuilding Company at South
Portland during the war, will ha\'e
charge of all alumni records and will
assist i n the general alumni activitie .
Th is will relieve G. Cecil Goddard, '29,
of a great many details which he has
been carrying while sharing his time
between the jobs of Alumni Secretary,
and executive secretary of the Colby
Fund Council, which includes the ad
ministration of the May.flower Hill
campaign.
A woman with a great many Colby
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friend , he has been acti e in the
\Vestern Maine Colby lumnae Asso
iation and the Portland Alumnae
Chapter of Sigma Kappa.
he i s a native of Calais and was
araduated from Colby with Phi Beta
Kappa honors in 1 9 1 3 . She taught at
Coburn before her marriage to the late
Paul F. ( " Ginger ' ) Fraser, ' 1 5 , one
of Colby's athletic immortals, there
after making her home in Westbrook.
he taught in the high school of her
town for several years.
The Frasers have had six children :
lary, Colby '45, now Mrs. Chester J.
Woods who l ives in Providence; the
late Gordon S., Staff Sergeant in the
Eighth Air Force, lost over the North
ea on a mission to K iel on April 5 ,
1 945 · A d a A n n . a student in West-

brook Junior College, who will trans
fer to Colby next fall ; Constance J ., a
senior in Westbrook High; Haddon
S. also a senior, who will enter Colby
i n the fal l ; and Janet C., a freshman
in Westbrook H igh.
Mrs. Fraser began her new duties on
April 21 and, although somewhat over
whelmed by the mass of details in
volved i n the alumni office, i s already
enjoying the contacts with former ac
quaintances which are i nvolved.
She says, ' When the war ended I
was determined that the rest of m y
working years should b e given t o some
thing which I could feel was terribly
important - a real contribution toward
a new world. I do feel that this pur
pose can be fulfilled here at Colby."

SPRING ON THE CAMPUS
The following round-up of campus
news was prepared for this issue by
sixteen

members

of

the

course

m

Journalism.
Arbor Day
joint faculty-student
committee with President - Emeritus
Franklin W. Johnson as chairman, has
et May 21 (or the first succeeding
pleasant day) as the date for the second
annual Arbor Day holiday. Classes
will be omitted and the entire college
family will wield shovels, rakes, and
axes on various projects beautifying the
campus. A picnic lunch will be served
and a faculty-student softball game and
other projects are under consideration
for the afternoon's celebration.
*

*

*

*

- The second issue of " Focus,"
the student literary magazine has ap
peared under the head editorship of
David Bernheimer. The contents in
clude: " Est-ce Possible," by Rita Greoire; " Journey for a Friend " by
Jerome E. Jackson; " Recent Trends
in Russian Society," by George Kren ;
" Then," translated by David Bern
heimer from the original by Else
Lasker-Shuler; " You Should be Hunry," by Ruth Endicott; " It is More
Blessed to Give than to Receive," by
Louise Gilli ngham · " The Secret,"
poem by Perley Leighton; " A Mighty
Stream," by Hanna Levine; " The
Kafka Cosmos " by Malcolm �1c
Quillan.
Focus

- At 9 A. M . on Tuesday,
April 8, the cast of the Farnsworth
Schlesinger varsity show, " Let There
Be Men," climbed aboard a chartered
bus and headed towards Brunswick,
where the show (a satire on college
life ) was to be presented that evening
at Bowdoin's Memorial Hall. After a
day of organized rehearsals and a steak
dinner ( courtesy of Bowdoin's Masque
and Gown ) , the curtain was raised on
an almost sold-out house. The show
( unaltered after its debut on May
flower Hill on March 2 1 , except for
several faculty songs which were re
written for the occasion by Charles
Bacon, Instructor of English at Colby,
and a graduate of Bowdoin ) was re
ceived by an enthusiastic audience of
college students, faculty members, and
townspeople.
Road

·

·

*

*

*

*

Lore - " Colby-at-the-Mike " has a
new feature in the " Voice of Colby's
Past." This is the product of joint
re earch and compilation by Richard
Reny, '49 and Conrad White, '50 and
is intended to give the radio audience
insight into the days at Colby_ way
back when . . . ! Now that the old
campus is up for proposed sale, the
" Voice of Colby's Past ' seeks to make
its history live again.
*

*

*

*

Chills - Thursday, April 1 0 , marked
the beginning of a series of thirteen
radio plays presented by Colby Pow
der and "Wig over station WTVL.

The fifteen-m i nute dramas are on the
horror or supernatural side and will be
aired through April, May and the first
of J une.
*

*

*

*

Beacon - The blue light installed on
top of the Miller Library, presumably
a warning light for low flying planes,
gives an eerie impression, especially on
these misty spring n ights. Coming
from town, when the fog is paritcu
larly heavy, one has the feeling that
the faint blue shimmer emanates from
nowhere. Instead of the usual red or
green warning l ight the blue one was
chosen to display Colby's colors.
*

*

*

*

- The S. C. A.'s Community
Committee is sponsoring a campus
drive to send food and clothing pack
ages to needy and deserving fami lies
overseas. The names and addresses of
the persons to receive these packages
have been supplied by students who
have family and friends in war-ravaged
countries. Martha Morrill, '48, from
Portland, Maine, is in charge of the
program. It is planned that the sev
eral women's dormitories and the fra
ternities will adopt families to whom
they pledge themselves to send a mini
mum of one 1 1 pound package per
month. ·
Relief

*

*

*

Guides - That visitors to Mayflower
Hill may be able to fully enjoy the
campus, a student guide service was
instituted under the direction of Ad
icker
missions Director George T.
son. Compo ed of sons and daughters
of Colby, the group includes : Ruth
Marriner Elizabeth Parker, Mary Bur
rison, H ilda Farnum, Pauline Berry,
Harriet ourse Jane Wallace, H ilde
garde Pratt, Jay Smith, Louise Gilling
ham, Dana Robinson, Ted Drum
mond, Carl Stinchfield, George Black,
George Smith, rewton Bates, Dick
Leonard, Phil Shearman, Charles Rob
inson Dick Pullen and Fred Allen.
*

*

*

*

Recognition A ssemb ly - Recognition
Assembly will be held on June 13 ( the
last day of classes for the semester) i n
the Women's Gymnasium. This As
sembly is presented each year during
the second semester, its purpose being
the awarding of honors and prizes to
outstanding members of the student
body.
Tennis - -ew to Colby are the Wales
Memorial tennis courts now located on
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the meet is held provides boats for the
Yisiting teams. It is hoped that Colby
will be represented in Intercollegiate
races during the spring, summer and
fall seasons.
Tabled - The Civil Rights Bill which
was introduced at the Maine Legisla
ture on the recommendation of a
group of Colby students, by Senator
Ruth Clough of Bangor, was tabled as
inexpedient legislation. The bill was
requested by Colby students due to an
incident in which a colored student
was discriminated against in a local
hotel. It has been inferred that no
further action will be taken on the bill
during this session of the Legislature.
•

•

•

•

- The International Rela
tions Club met April 3, to discuss the
tudent Federalist Movement. Eileen
Lanouette who has had much experi
ence with this movement. was the
speaker of the evening. " Lanny " ex
plained that this organization was
founded in 1 9 4 1 by a high school stu
dent in Scarsdale , . Y., who believed
that the tudents of the United States
should do something constructive
about world government. The mem
bers 0£ the J. R. C. responded to this
idea and a speaker will soon be at
Colby to tell us more of the details of
this movement.

I. R. C.

AT COLBY NEARLY EVERYBODY READS THE ECHO
Parodying the slogan of a Ph iladelphia newspaper, the top bracket of the
Colby Ech o editor·ial board poses for their picture. Seated, left to 1·ight, are:
Josephine Sheiber, Feature Editor; Jean Whiston, Editor-in-Chief; Sh irley
Lloyd and Jane Wallace, News Editors. Standing: William Mason, Business
Manager; Robert Matusoff and Donald Sterner, Sports Editors; Dana Robinson,
Make-Up Editor.

the Mayflower Hill Campus just e·ast
of the future football field. Although
only seven of the courts are in use at
the present, the remaining seven clay
courts are to be surfaced as soon as the
winter frost has left. A newcomer to
Colby's faculty, Prof. John A. Clark,
as ociate professor of Philosophy, i s
coaching the team, w h o played their
first match against Bowdoin April 22.
*

*

*

*

Mail - The pony express has a new
route to follow. A central distributing
point for men's mail has been made
available in Roberts Union. The unit
consists of approximately 350 lock
boxes similar to those used in post
offices throughout the country. Mr.
Eustis is reported as saying that they
came from a dismantled post office in
a Maine town. The unit is located j ust
outside the cafeteria.
•

•

•

*

Our Town - Powder and Wig Col

by's dramatic society, completed cast
i ng for their current production " Our
Town " several weeks ago and are now

entering the final stages of rehearsals.
There has been considerable student
interest throughout, and although this
is the first play of its type to be pro
duced at Colby, Coach Cecil A. Rollins
assures everyone the play will be a suc
cess. " Our Town," for those who
have never seen it, created wide inter
est during its Broadway billing for its
entertainment value and because i t is
one of the few plays ever to be pro
duced without scenery.
*

*

*

*

Yachters - Sailboat racing enthusiasts
are about to come into their own at
Colby. Friday, April 1 1 , a good sized
group of skippers and crews met i n
Roberts Union t o discuss the future of
a Colby Yachting Club. Although no
boats are now available for practice
sailing, it was agreed that such a club
would be possible. George Wiswell,
who was elected Commodore, will sub
mit an application for membership to
the Intercollegiate Yachting Associa
tion. This association sponsors races at
various colleges and the college where

•

•

•

*

Spa - The Spa in the new Miller
Library is by far the most popular
place on campus. Benveen classes it
is almost dangerous to enter the blue
haze.
Coffee and doughnuts are
perched precariously on every side,
cigarettes are burning at every angle.
and the pushing, struggling mass of
hungry humanity make one false move
fatal. All this melee and confusion
only goes to prove that the popularity
of the pa doesn't rest on peace and
quiet; it is the good food and social
atmosphere that holds the charm.
•

•

*

*

- Text year a contempo
rary literature course will be offered at
Colby. The idea of such a course has
been in the minds of numerous stu
dents and came to an open discussion
after two students had written a letter
to the Echo requesting its considera
tion. A meeting of the faculty and
students interested in this idea was
held and Professor Carl J. Weber pre
sided. As later announced the course
Contemp Lit
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will be conducte d by Prof. Alfred K.
Chapma n, with several other members
oi the departme nt also participa ting.
�he pre-requ i ites will be sophomore
ht and one other l i t course in Ameri
can, English French, German or
panish.
*

;,
.-

*

*

Session

- President Bixler gave an in
formal talk to a group of men students
a embled at the Roberts Union on
April 10. It was an open discussion
on the future which Colby is planning
i n building the new campus and coor
dinating it to the academic life of the
college. Between cups of coffee the
students exchanged ideas with Presi
dent Bixler and had him clarify some
of Colby's plan . It was the first
chance some of the students had had
to get acquainted with President Bix
ler and all agreed that it had been a
\'ery fruitful meeting.
*

*

*

*

6 - The American Art course
( Art 6) is really coming into its own
as a cultural force in Colby's liberal
education program.
The early American tradition, be
ginning way back with the engra ed
tombstones of the first puritans is
deep! r imbedded in the Tew England
region.
Enterprising students ha e travelled
a far south as Bo ton and ew Haven
to study this stone-engra ing, the
architecture, and the paintings i n the
original .
However, Waterville and its en i
rons also contain examples of art in the
early American tradition . There is,
for example, the old block house of
Fort Halifax, and the old tones i n
the Win low cemetery.
Art

*

*

*

It began with Professor J ames Abra
hamson of Bowdoin who, having been
d1rectly connected with the New Deal
government, spoke on " Administra
tive Agencies." Next, Mayor Marden
of W �terville, accompanied by a mem
ber ot the city council and a member
of the city planning board, came be
fore the group to explain the operation
of the local government. Miss Marion
Manin, former Yice-chairman of the
Republican
ational Committee and
now Commissioner of Labor for
Maine, gave an off-the-record talk on
what takes place behind the scenes at
national political conventions.
*

*

*

*

Fire trucks clanged their way
to YfayBower Hill and came to a halt
outside Mary Low about 10 P. M.,
March 27 giving a mild shock to the
co-ed inhabitants. The reason for such
tartling action was found in a small
fire in the boiler room resulting from
a flaming rubber ho e.
Needless to
say, extreme relief was felt by all on
lookers ·when the bothersome hose was
disposed of because, at this stage i n
Scare

-
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the development of t h e dream campus,
too many stray burning hoses would
cease to be funny.
*

*

*

*

- Dana Robinson, Calvi n
Dolan and Thomas Burke appeared on
a panel discussion of contemporary
Chinese problems over Colby-at-the
Mike one Tuesday evening.
All
three had sen·ed in the Chinese theater
during the war and Robinson had
l ived there for 14 years. Each gave
his observations on China and its peo
ples. Following the discussion, many
pertinent questions were asked by I n
ternational Relations Club members
who were in the audience.
Orientalists

*

*

*

*

- Something new in the
line of. Thursday evening Vic Dances
was inaugurated by the Canterbury
Club on Thursday evening in Roberts
Union. Called a Movie-Dance, sound
movies of name bands were projected
on the wall, and while this was going
on the guests danced while watching.
I t is thought that i f this type of dance
Movie-Dance

*

- The establi hment of the
new darkroom in Roberts Union is
the biggest project of the Camera Club
this semester, but aside from this the
club has a full program scheduled for
the spring term. The program in
cludes : a Jay trip to Port Clyde on
April 20· a local picture-takin g hike;
a week-end trip to Bar Harbor; sev
eral lectures from Eastman Kodak
Company with ill ustrative slides · and
the annual exhibition of the club
members' prints on May 27 in the
Roberts Union.
Darkroom

Gov 4 The all-star lecture program
for Professor Fullam's course in Amer
ican Governm ent is now in full swing.
-

THE " TEE " E1 TERS BASEBALL
" Tee is a familiar term in football and golf, but with a new batting p1·ac
tice device instituted at Colby this season, tve now have a baseball " tee." With
Coach Eddy Roundy analyzing his stance, Captain Bob St. Pierre of the Mules
sharpens his batting form. Driving ball after ball from this perch into a net
helps develop a level swing on the part of the Colby playe1·s.
11
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meets with success, more of i ts type
will be held.

inning rally fell short. Eldridge got
two hits to lead the Colby batters.

D aily - The latest innovation of the
Colby Echo Business Staff is the
Daily Bulletin. This mimeographed
sheet, which is published on all acti\'e
college days, is posted on all major
bulletin boards on both campuses and
contains notices of club meetings, col
lege functions and administrative
notices. Personal notices are i ncluded
at a charge of 25 cents. The need for
better information regarding coming
events has stimulated the publication
of the Daily Bulletin, which will be a
self-sustaining project.

. Weakness in the weights cost Colby
Jts first dual outdoor track meet with
Bates, 7 1 -54, on pril 19. The Mules
won the run :°ing event by a handy
marg .t n , despite Dana Robinson's up
set in the mile, but were swept out of
the picture in weights and field events.
Phil Lawson's first i n the pole vault
\Va the only victory in that section.
Star of the day for Colby was 1 and
ler with first in both dashes. Red
O'Halloran took the quarter and sec-

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Acts - An evening of . drama
was sponsored by the four sororities
on April 19 i n . the Women's U nion.
The Sigmas won first prize. Follow
ing this established custom of the
sororities, there was open house i n the
various rooms and vie dancing.
One

BASEBALL

W ith bad weather and vacationing
l imiting activities to two games dur
i ng the month of April, the Colby
baseball team got away to an ex
tremely slow start, losing its single
exhibition contest to Maine, 1 4-8, and
its opening state series battle to Bow
doin, 7-6.
Snow cancelled exhibitions with
Bowdoin and Bates, but permitted a
traditional opening date of April 1 9,
on Seaverns Field.
Coach Eddie
Roundy used three pitchers for three
innings apiece, George Toomey, Russ
Washburn, and Carl Wright. Maine
got away to a good start with three
runs in the first and pecked away to
finally enter double figures with Colby
errors and bases on balls playing a
large part. Will Eldridge got three
hits for Colby, while Washburn
pitched three good innings.
Wash burn drew the starting assign
ment against Bowdoin and did well
for five i nnings. The game see-sawed
along with Colby coming from behind
to tie the score at 2 -2 . Then Wash
burn lost control and Bowdoin scored
three times in the sixth. Single runs
in the seventh and ninth proved the
winning margin .
George Clark relieved Washburn i n
the sixth and was a victim o f non-sup
port. Again errors and bases on balls
proved the difference, as a Colby ninth

TRACK

ond in the hal f, whi le Robinson cap
tured the two mile. Don Heacock
won the low hurdles, and Al Gates
the high hurdles for the other Colby
first places.
TENNIS

A strong Bowdoin team overpow

ered Colby in the opening matches on
the Wales courts, - 1 . Bud Everts
and Tom Pierce a pair of freshmen,
took their doubles match to save a
shutout. E\·erts gave 1att Branche,
Bowdoin l 10. One man, a stiff battle
in ingles before going down 6-4, 4-6.

6-4 .

LO CAL CO L B Y MEET I N GS
AT WATERVILLE

alumni of Waterville and
C OLBY
v icinity had the pleasure of

christening the banquet facilities of the
Roberts Union on April 1 5 at the occa
sion of the annual alumni dinner.
Some 1 25 persons were pre ent and
enjoyed wandering around the build
ing before and after the meeting. The
college commissary outdid itself w ith a
baked ham dinner and the tables were
decorated with budding branches of
hrubs and willows.
Arthur R. Au tin, '33, president of
the association, was toastmaster and
the list of speakers included George T.
Tickerson, '24, Robert E. Wilkins,
'20, and President Bixler.
1 ew officers were elected as follows:
James E. Glover, '38, President; Jane
Russell Abbott, '4 1 , Vice-President;
Vivian Maxwell Brown, '44, Secretary;
Kenneth W. Bragdon '26, Treasurer;
Arthur R. Austin, '33, Representative
to the Alumni Council ; William Fin
keldey, '43, Anne Trimble Hilton '35
Edward F . Loring, '42, Louise W il
liams Brown, '34, and Earle A. Mc
Keen, '28, Executive Committee.
AT PORTLAND

TE were present when
S EVENTY-0
Greater Portland alumni gathered

at the Eastland Hotel April 17 for the
annual joint meeting honoring Dr.
B ixler.
Miss Josephine Bodurtha, '38, acted
a toastmi tress.
Her versified re-

mark and introduction were the de
light of all.
t the head table in addi
tion to Dr. Bixler, were : Robert E.
Wilkins, '20 chairman of the War
Memorial Fund · G. Cecil Goddard,
'29, alumni secretary; Phyllis Fraser,
' 1 3, assistant alumni secretary; Eva
lley, '25, president of the alumnae
club· and L. R. Blanchard, '3 , presi
dent of the alumni group.
Dr. Bixler played for the singing of
Colby ongs. Distribution of the cur
rent issue of the Echo and . a showing
of colored slides of the Mayflower Hill
campus by Mr. Goddard were po t
di nner features.
- RoBERT CA 'D.ER '39, Secretary.
AT AUGUSTA

C-" OLBY
parts

legi lators from different
of the state joined the
alumni from the Augusta area at the
annual dinner of the Southern Kenne
bec Valley
lumni A sociation on
April 1 6, in the Augusta House.
Jo eph B. Campbell, '29, presided
and the speaking program included
greeting by Hon. Charles P. Nelson,
'27, Mayor of Augusta, and talks by
George T. Nickerson, '24, Director of
Admi sions; Robert E. Wilkin , '20,
of Hartford, Alumni Fund Chairman,
and Pre ident B ixler.
Paul Davis '3 1 , led the group sing
ing and a musical program was fur
nished under the direction of Julius
Su sman, ' 1 9. and Stanton S. 'Need,
'30.
The 70 or o present constituted one
of the largest and mo t enthusiastic
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crowds e er attending this affair, and
included the following alumni from
out of town : Rep. Peter Mills, '39,
Farmington; Rep. Melvin E . Ander
son '32, New Sweden; Rep. Edith V .
Hatch, ' 1 6, West Minot;
Sen. R .
Leon Williams, '33, Clifton; Phyllis
Sturdivant Sweet er, ' 1 9, and Rep.
Herman P .
weet er, Cumberland
Center.
" Jerry " Campbell was re-elected
president of the Association, and other
officers were named as follows: Vice
President, Douglas H . Wheeler, '3 1 ;
ecretary and Treasurer, Lura Nor
cross Turner, '27; Representative to
the Alumni Council, Marion White
Thurlow, '31 ; Executive Committee,
George H. H unt, '34, Clarence L . Ar
ber, '30, and Marion J. Treglown, '42 .
The members of tbe nominating com
m i ttee were: Arthur A. Hebert, '2 1 ,
Ralph Wakefield, '32, and Katherine
Holmes Snell, '33.
AT BOSTON

T HE 66tb

annual dinner of the Boston Alumni Association was held
on April 18 at tbe University Club
with Wilson C . Piper, '39, presiding
and with 1 32 members and guests in
attendance.
At the conclusion of the dinner Miss
Arline Bamber
'39
extended the
reetings of the Boston Colby Alumnae
Association and then the reports of the
ecretary-Treasurer were read and
adopted. The
ominating Committee
presented the following slate of officers
who were unanimously elected: Pres
ident, Mark Shibles, '39 ; Vice-Presi
dent, Francis Barnes, '36· Secretary
Treasurer, Florian G. Arey, ' 1 5 ; mem
bers of the Executive Committee, Ar
thur G. Robinson, '06, Wilson C.
Piper, '39, J. Stone Carlson, '29 ; Rep
resentative to the Alumni Council,
Louis A . Wilson, ' 1 4.
President Piper announced that the
Association was sponsoring a Colby
Night at the Pops and that 300 tickets
The concert is
had been secured.
Tickets may
scheduled for June 1 8.
be procured by sending money order
or check to Mr. Florian G. Arey, the
new Secretary-Treasurer, at 276 Tre
mont Street, Boston, Massachuset ts.
The first guest speaker was Coach
Walter R. Holmer who said that he
' as looking forward to his new posi
tion at Colby and hoped to turn out a
team that Colby could be proud of.

1eil Leonard, '2 1 , Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, gave a resume of
the work of the board i n which he
stressed the work of tbe Policy Com
mittee, the Visiting Committees, and
laid emphasis on the present need to
obtain funds to build dormitories for
men and also for women. He spoke
also of plans for a gymnasium.
George Nickerson, '24, Director of
Admis ions, told the alumni of the
great number of applications for en
trance into Colby i n 1 947. He gave
an interesting analysis of the sources
of these applications by states and for
eign countries. At the time he spoke
he had received more tban 1 ,600 appli
cations for 1 947 and 1 00 for 1 948.
Robert Wilkins, '20, Alumni Fund
Chairman, gave an account of the
$ 1 0,000 fund which is to be raised for
tbe carillon, flagpole, and for scholar
ships for children of Colby veterans
killed in tbe Second World War. The
total goal of the Alumni Fund this
year is $40,000.
President Bixler divided his address
into three sections: comments on the
general college picture today, a report
on progress made on the Mayflower
Hill campus, and a discussion of new
problems that have to be faced.
After the speaking program was
over Cecil Goddard showed some very
beautiful colored slides of scenes and
buildings on the new campus.
- E!>WARD H . MERRILL, '25,

Secretary-Treasurer.

AT

WATERBURY

p REF ACED by a

chicken dinner in
the Uni\'ersity Club of the Hotel
Elton, the Waterbury Alumni Group
held its annual meeting on April 23rd
with forty present. Dr. John H . Fos
ter presided and Dr. and Mrs. Bixler
were honored guests.
Dr. Bixler gave a full and very in
teresting report on current college ac
tivities, Mayflower Hill development,
and the 1 947 Alumni Fund Drive. Of
special interest to many who were not
well acquainted with Mayflower Hill
was a set of Kodachrome slides cover
ing every feature of the new Colby.
As usual, the meeting was well at
tended by many parents and friends
of Colby who e interest seems to grow
year after year even though they are
not alumni.
Several prospective stu
dents were also present.
Those present were Dr. and Mrs.
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Bixler, D r . John H . Foster, Miss Leo
nora A. Knight, Miss Dorothy Craw
ford, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Craig,
Mr. and Mrs. E . W . Pierson, Mrs. Jane
R . Dixon, Mr. and Mrs. Robert H.
Riefe, Arthur Beach, Joseph Chernaus
kas, Donald Whitten, Calvin K. Hub
bard, Mrs. Crawford, Miss Elizabeth
Whitehill, Mr. and Mrs. Theron Alex
ander, Mr. and Mrs. B. H . C. Riefe,
Mr. and Mrs. H . W. Leavenworth,
Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Hubbard, Mrs. C.
A. Baxter, Mrs. Plummer, Mrs. Clif
ford Prescott, Lee Prescott, Mrs. Lord,
Mrs. Richardson, Mr. J. R . Putnam,
Richard Bowen, Shelley Croft, Helen
Palen, Olga Sopensky, E . G. Beane,
Robert Beane, and Rodney Barrow.
AT

WORCESTER

HIRTY - FOUR
members
and
friends of the Worcester Colby
Alumni gathered April 21 at the Hotel
Sheraton for the annual dinner meet
ing.
Guests of the evening were
President and Mrs. B i xler.
Following the dinner a brief busi
ness meeting was held with Marion J .
Kinch, president, presiding. A check
for $ 1 1 0 was presented Dr. Bixler as a
gift to the Alumni Fund. The follow
ing slate of officers for the coming
year was presented by the nominating
comm ittee and accepted:
President,
Dr. Kent Royal, ' 1 5 ; Vice-President,
Mrs. Percy D . Mitchell, ' 1 6; Secretary
Treasurer, Leota E. Schoff, '25 ; Rep
resentative to the Alumni Council,
Clifford H . Littlefield, '26.
Following an address by Dr. B i xler
moving pictures of Mayflower Hill
were shown.

T

AT HARTFORD

THE

annual dinner meeting of the
Connecticut Valley Colby Alumni
Association was held i n the Hotel
Bond, Hartford, on April 25, with
about 80 present.
Following the practice of the last
few years, this was a combined meet
ing of alumni and alumnae of the cen
tral Connecticut area. President Roy
den K. Greeley, ' 1 3, introduced Mary
Foss Ogden, ' 1 9, president of the
Alumnae
Association,
who
spoke
briefly for her group.
Robert E . Wilkins, '20, Chairman of
the Alumni Fund, brought to the at
tention of the meeting the great value
of this fund in the past, present and
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future welfare of the college.
P resident B i xler in a n i nspmng
address brought us up to date o n the
Mayflower Hill project and showed us
a set of very beautiful Kodachrome
slides of t he new b u i l d i ngs.
- W r LLrAl\I HoYT, '05, Secretary.
AT NEW YORK

0

J

Thursday eYen i ng, April 24th,
ew York Colby A l u m n i
the
ssociation h e l d its a n n ual d i n ner
meeting at the Col umbia U niversity
Club i n
ew York City.
pproxi
mately 125 alumni a n d friends at
tended .
The meeti ng was called to order by
P resident George C . Putnam, '34, who
expressed appreciation to Chairman of
the Banq uet Com m ittee, T. Raymond
Pierce, '9 , for arranging the delicious
roast beef d i n ner. The presi dent then
i ntrod uced the following i l l u strious
guests : A . Galen Eust i s, '23, Treasurer
of Colby College; T. Raymond Pierce,
·9 , Tru tee·
-ewton L.
ourse, ' 1 9
Trustee; W i n throp H . Smith, Trus
tee; and Harry Starr D i rector of the
L ittauer Foundation.
The fi rst speaker of the e\'eni ng was
Chai rman of the Alumn i Fund, Rob
ert E. W i l k i n s, '20, who told of the
lumni Fund to the
importance of the
He expl a i ned that the en
college.
larged fun d this year will finance the
beautiful war memorials to Colby's

heroes of World War I I .
President J u l i u s Seelye B i xler next
H e men
addressed the gathering.
tioned the tour of the country he and
Mrs. B i xler have made recently i n or
der that he m ight address enthusiastic
Colby groups from the East Coast to

the West Coast.
Dr. B i xler stre sed t hat education
m ust be a conti n uous process - not set
apart by fou r years in college. H e is
encouraged i n th is a i m by the in
creased evidence of al u m n i support and
interest. H e a nnou nced that aga i n this
year a full and i n terest i n g program has
been plan ned for the A l u m n i College
scheduled from Monday to Thursday
Commence
following
immediately
ment Weekend, J u ne 2 7th to 30th.
Baccalaureate a n d Commenceme nt w i l l
b e h e l d i n Lorimer Chapel t h i s year
for the first time, he said .
Dr. B i xler described the physical
needs o f the colle�e, a new women's
dormitory, fratern i t y houses and one

more dormitory for the men two sci
ence buildi ngs ( one to be fi nanced by
the Keyes bequest a n d Dr. Averil l 's
genera ity ) ,
the
Lovejoy
Memorial
B u ildi ng, w h ich is about o ne-t h i rd fi
nanced to Jate by the newspapers of
the country, and a n athletic building

and equ i pmen t for i t . A hangar has
been obtained from the government
which can be u ed for a gym nasium
for the pre ent, a n d i n the future for
a n indoor hockey fiel d .
Dr. B i xler explai ned regretful ly the
necessity for ra ising the tuiti on at
Col by. He saiJ that next year there
will be a n e n rollment of 600 boys a n d
4 0 0 g i rl
From t h e 1 600 applicants
for the freshman clas
next year
icker ·on, Director o f A d m i s
George
sions, i n tends to cater to no special
group but hopes to pick the average
bo y or g i rl who e abilities can be de
veloped by Colby, one who shows evi
dence of bei n g a respon ible ci tize n
capable of catch i ng t h e vision of the
new democratic ociety.
In spite of the i ncrea ed e n rol lment,
Dr. B ixler stated his a n x iety to preserve
and trengthen the Colby family feel
i ng o f an intimate small college.
In clo ing Dr. B ixler touched briefly
on the challenges and problems of the

I-IE

g i ft of an extraord i nary holograph letter written by John
Brown to Rev . Luther H u mphrey on
the eve of his execution at Harper's
Ferry in 1 85 9 was received by the
Colby Library about a year ago a n d
d u l y recorded i n the Colby Library
Quarterly . In sen timent and h istorical
value, i t ranks, in the opin ion of one
a uthority, as " one of the fi nest prison
letters ever written."
ow, in the May i ssue of the
Quarterly, appears a n a rticle by Boyd
B. Stutler, managin g editor of The
A merican Legion Magazine and pos
se sor of t he fi nest collection of " John
Browniana " i n private hands.
Last
year s
Quartedy a nnouncement, it
seems, aroused his cu riosity as he had
a l ready heard of half a dozen other
" originals " of that famous letter.
Stimulated by the Colby claim, he

T

went to work to ascertai)1 j ust what the
facts were. His current article tel l s the
amazi ng story of his find i ng .
Colby's Joh n B rown letter, it now

400 \ eterans e n rolled a t Colby who
m ust be led to regai n a constructi\'e
emotional and spiri tual as well as edu
cat i \ c approach to l i fe.
Following the speeches colored slides
of the college taken by Joseph Coburn
mith · '24 were shown .
Dr. B i xler
supplied explanatory notes.
The officers for 1 947 were re-elected
to cn·e agai n next yea r : George C.
Putnam,
' H, Presiden t ·
Elizabeth
"''anton
llan, '33, Vice-President;
\·esLa
Iden Putnam, '33, Secretary;
Dr. -athan iel Weg ' 1 7, Treasurer and
Repre entati'e to the
l u m n i Council.
The member of the Executive Com
m i ttee for 1 94 are as follows: Law
rence R. Bowler, ' 1 3 ; Joseph P. B u rke,
' 1 4 ; R hena Clark Mar h, '0 1 · I va B .
\Vi l l i s,
'13;
� f i ri a m
Hardy
'22 ·
harks ,ale, ' 2 2 : H . B . Thomas, '26;
Freda Abel , '39; R . I. Gammon '37:
�farguerite DeRochemont, '33 ; Wil
l iam T. Belger,
1 ;
Eun ice Foye
Hutch i n , '3 1 ;
lice
k i n ner, '35 ;
Douglas B .
llan. '32 ; William Cad
doo, ' 32 ; T. Raymond Pierce, '9 ; Dr.
R. E. asrell i , '20; William Cushma n .
'2 2 ; P a u l M . Edmunds, ' 2 6 · Rev . H .
F. Lemoi ne, '32 ; James H . Halp i n .
'26· I . Ross lcCombe, ' O .
VE. TA LOE:-: Pi:;T,'AM, '33.

turns out, i s not the original, but a
l i t h ographed facsimile, although it had
been handed down i n the fam i l y o f the
donor in the sincere belief of its
authenticity.
Mr.
tutler's ten month search, i n
volv i ng much travel a n d an exchange
of over 2 00 letters, resulted in the u n
covering of the original letter in the
Library of Storer College, a
egro i ntitution at Harper's Ferry, where i t
h a d been s o safely preserved t h a t i t
could n o t be found o n M r . Stutler'�
first v isit but was later uncovered.
framed beh i n d glass, among other for
gotten h istorical relic .
This origi nal letter d i splay
the
same faded " sn u ff-brow n " i n k that
appears on the other authenticated let
ter wri tten by Joh n Brown in priso n ,
whereas all of the other copie

show a

fi ne black handwriting. Furthermore,
the h i story of the ownershi p of t h i s
letter i s defin ite and unassailable.
That matter nailed down, Mr. Stut-
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!er turned his attention to the litho
araphed copies and fi nally sleuthed out
the story. To make a long story short,
the first edition of facsimiles was issued
in the 1 O's with the laudable purpose
of giYing wider circulation to a noble
utterance, and with no intent to de
ceiYe. The word " facsi m ile " was
added to the upper corner of the copy
·which faithfully reproduced the exact
appearance of J ohn Brown's handwrit
ing probably before the i nk had faded
a much a at present. It was printed
for insertion in a genealogy of the
Humphrey family, further proof of the
ab ence of guile in its reproduction.

somewhat later edition of litho
graphed copies omitted the word " fac
simile." Apparently some of these
were circulated and, as the years went
by, were " discovered " in the genuine
belief that . they were authentic. The
Colby copy i s one of these. Others are
in well-known collections and libraries,
a total of 1 2 having been located by
the author.
An interesting sidelight is the num
ber of times which this letter has been
" printed for the first time." The New
York Tribune wrote it up as " never
before published," in 1 873, q uite over
looking the fact that it had appeared

i n the Tribune columns ten years pre
viously. Even The New York Times,
as recently as 1 927, ran a feature story
about the " discovery " of the letter
which, it said, was " hitherto unpub
lished, it is believed."
In sum, the manuscript collection i n
the Colby Treasure Room contains a n
o l d ( and fairly rare) facsimile copy o f
one o f John B rown's finest expressions
which has the further distinction of
having touched off an investigation
which brought to l ight the long-forgot
ten original letter in Storer College,
the most fitting place in the nation for
its cherishing and preservation.

1 897

ing for years in New York City retired
in 1 945. He and his wife are living
at Pemaquid Harbor, Maine and are
thoroughly enjoying a well earned
change from his work and life in the
big city. " Gramp " and Mrs. Arey
called on the Lockharts while on their
own vacation in Maine in August last
summer.
xel Uppvall, now retired from
active teaching at the Univeristy of
Pennsylvania, gives his address as 2 1 6
South 43rd St., Philadelphia 4 , Pa.
Tot content to rest on his laurels as a
teacher Axel is now working on a Ger
man Construction Manual. He was
given an honorary degree of L.H.D.
in 1 943 at Colby. He would love to
hear from some of his old friends.

Mrs. Florence Freeland Totman and
family have recently moved from
Duluth to Sheridan, Wyoming (526
Thurmond Street). Their daughter,
Susan, is an honor-roll freshman at
Rockford College.
Mrs. June Philbrick Jones writes
from her home in Silverton, Colorado
- " a hardrock mining camp " - that
her daughter, Mary, has changed from
teaching to business and is located i n
Denver.
Mrs. Jeannette Sturtevant Crowell is
still in Skowhegan, Maine, but is now
living at the Appleby Apartments.
Mrs. R inda Ward Gile's son, Edwin,
came home from two years of service
in the Pacific " without a scratch " but
unfortunately contracted a tropical dis
ease and was hospitalized for months
in Jew Guinea and in the United
States before a complete cure was
effected.
Mrs. Marion Mayo Powers lives at
Pike Cottage, Good Will School,
Hinckley, Maine, where she mothers
twelve youthful, active and interesting
boys. Her son, John, '39, married a
Colby graduate and they live in Nor
ridgewock. Marion writes: " They
have two children and they are grand
children in every sense to me."
Marion's interest in Good Will stems
from the fact that her father was the
chief and most encouraging helper of
Dr. George W . Hinkley at the time
of the founding of the well known
school for boys needing a helping
hand. Later homes were built for
girls.
- SARAH B. YoUNc.

Herbert S . Philbrick represented the
college at the inauguration of a new
president of 1orth Central College,
Illinois, and reports that he stood 1 2 th
i n the line of 1 37 representatives ar
ranged according to the date of the
founding of their institutions. He was
retired as Professor of Mechanical Enineering at orthwestern University
in 1942, and has recently written a
short textbook on " Properties of
Steam " for use by the aval R.O.T.C.
He is president of the Family Service
Association of Evanston and a member
of the mayor's Committee on Post-War
Planning.
1 899

After concluding a pastorate of nine
teen years with the First Baptist
Church of Claremont, N. H., Rev.
Harold L. Hanson has retired from the
active ministry and is residing at 1 1 8
Chestnut St., Claremont. He and
Mrs. Hanson took an enjoyable trip to
Florida this pa t winter.
Henry R. Spencer, professor �f P �l it
ical Science at Ohio State Umverstty ,
was Colby's delegate to the centennial
com·ocatio n at Otterbein College.
1 904

Vernon S. Ames is looking forward
to retiremen t from the post of Superin
tendent of Schools for Wilton, N. H.,
next July. He has held the position
since 1 923.
1 90 5

Alton Lockha rt who has been teach-

1 909

Miss Clara A. Eastman who has
been teaching in Vermont since her
graduation from Colby, for a few years
in Carleton rormal School and since
a Head of the English Department in
Lyndon Institute, Lyndon Center, vis
ited during the spring vacation with
friends in New Jersey and Massachu
setts. he plans, as usual, to spend the
summer at her home in Warren,
Maine. Clara has always kept her
legal residence in Maine.
Mrs. Pearl Davis Steffenson was a
recent over-night guest at Louise Co
burn Hall.
Miss Sarah B. Young was present
on April 1 5 for the luncheon and meet
ing for Class Agents and members of
the Fund Committee in Roberts
Union.
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Dr. R. ?\elson Hatt was d ischarged
from the Army on Nov. 1 9, 1 946, with
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He is
now attached to the Shriners Hospital
for Crippled Children at Honolulu.
1918
Cornelia Pulsi fer Kelley writes of
her interest in the gift of Henry James
letters to the college and states that she
hopes to use them sometime in a re
search project. She is in the Un iYer
sity of Illinois and recently represented
the college at i nauguration ceremonies
at the University of Peoria.
Herbert L. Tewman was the recipi
ent of the Order of Merit of the
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity at a ses
sion of the New England Conclave at
Boston, April 26. Only a few alumni
haYe recei\'ed this honor which is
awarded to " those members, not na
tional officers, who ha\'e made out
standing contributions to the work of
the fraternity O\'er a period of years."
1ewman is the first from the Colby
chapter to be so recognized. He is said
to know personally every member of
the fraternity who has attended Colby
since the chapte-r was chartered. He is
credited w ith ha\'ing kept the chapter
ali\'e through the war years and ha
been one of the leading spirits and
chairman of the building committee in
the undertaking to raise funds for a
new chapter house on 1ayflower H i l l .
_

1 9 1 9

Burton E. Small celebrated the com
pletion of 20 years as an associate i n
the Boston-Summers agency o f the
ew England M utual L i fe Insurance
Company in April.
Everett S. Marshall is instructor in
English at Champlain College, Platts
burg, N. Y.
_ ·

1 920

Arthur S. Hawes i s now associate
professor of modern languages at
Sampson College near Geneva, T . Y.,
site of one of the large eastern aval
training schools.

a week to this sen ice, also playing the
Hammon<l organ in the mess hall dur
ing the noon meal period, accompany
ing group singing, entertaining at the
piano in clo�ecl wards, and giving indi
vi<l ual coaching in singing ancl piano
to any who desire i t .
The \Tew York Times for April 1 8
carrie<l a n announcement o ( the elec
tion oi Leonar<l W. ;\layo a president
of the ational on (erence for Social
\Vork. Reporting an acldress by Mayo
before the hil<l Welfare League, it
quoted him as aying that " there must
be les concern about commun ity chest
quotas and more for good board mem
bers, volunteer workers and interested
public officials." He <leplored the fact
that the war ha<l left the agencies
" frequently with poor per onnel and
weak leader hip.''
The class of 1 922 is doing quite a
lot of quiet ·work among its members
looking forwarcl to a high percenrage
of attendance at the Twenty-Fifth Re
union on June 2 .
Jane, claughter of fr. an<l 1rs. \Vil
liam J. "'allace, was honorecl by elec
tion to Phi Beta Kappa at Colby this
spring. She graduates in June.
_

ugust.

1 93 2

i\ Iyron M . Hilton, who has been liv
ing on his farm " Broadacres " near
Augusta, has joined the head office
staff of the Union Mutual Life Insur
ance Company of Portland as super
\ isor of the mortgage loan department
an<l will moYc back to Portland in the
fall.
1 933

Bertram \V . Hayward has resigned
the principal hip of the Fitchburg
( f\fass. ) high school to become execu
ti\ e head of the Ph iladelphia Textile
Institute. He will take office next fall.
after an intensive course in textiles,
according to a new report. Pre\ i
ou ly he hel<l positions as principal of
the high �chool at l\ Iillinocket and
anford, and has also lectured on sec
ondary education at Harvard and Un i
versi ty of Connecticut. He received
his Ma ter's degree from Columbia and
ha taken further work toward a doc
torate at Har\'ar<l.

1 923

1 93 5

Ellei:i ( ; . Dignam sailed for Europe
on April 2 in the capacity of secretary
of the nite<l tate delegation to the
'Vorld .on ference on International
Trade and Employment. She is em
ployed in the Di\'ision of fonetary
Research, U. . Treasury Department.
ince the ,,·ar ended she has spent
about eight months in Frankfurt
working with one of the special mis
ions under the Treasury Department,
inve tigating German external assets.
Kay Herrick McCrodden is now at
36 Calle Caonabo. Cindad Trujillo,
San Domingo, where her husband. a
civil engineer is putting in a water
system for the Dominican government.
She says that the town is spotlessly
clean and that they don't mind the
heat as the ocean is near enough for
hourly swims. Young Brian is a year
and a half and already talking Spani h
she say . Regular mail takes about
three months, but air mail is fairly
regular. so she craves letters from her
Colby friends.

1 92 8

A clipping from the Pittsfield, Mass.,

L. Peaslee teaching piano to patients at
the U. S. Veterans' Hospital i n
Northampto n. As a volunteer Red
Cross worker, Cliff devotes three days

Alice LePoer Scrimgeour ( Mrs.
John H.) i s living in West Boylston,
�ass .. and is the mother of a family

Berkshire Eagle shows Rev. Clifford

was born last

\n Associated Press dispatch dated
l\ Jay 1 announces the election of J .
Russell Coulter, who attended Colby
from 1 920 to 1 922. a president of the
Toledo, Peoria and Western Railroad.
Coul ter had been for 20 years an officer
of the St. Louis - San Francisco Rail
road and had risen to the position of
Chief Traffic Officer. He is married
and they have two children. The elec
tion announcement by the TP & W
board of directors came n i ne days
after the settlement of an 18 months'
strike, one of the most turbulent and
bloody i n railroad h istory, during
which the previous president of the
road, George P. Mel era, was slain
from ambush . This episode is the
basis for a current motion picture,
" Boomerang." The 239-mile TP& vV
is a feeder line, serYing as a freight by
pass south of Chicago.
•

Marjorie Pierce is an exchange
teacher in Tuscon, Arizona, this year.

1 92 2

oi four. James is 8 Yz , J ean S Yz , Mabel
3 �z and the youngest, John Henry,

193 1

1 937

Kermit I . LaFleur i s author of a
paper entitled " Combination of Wood
Protein and Hea\'y Metal Salts as a

25
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Function of P H " printed in the
:\merican Dyestuff Reporter for Au
gu t 1 2 , 1 946. He is now chemist for
the Fam worth Mill at Lisbon Center
an<l is li' ing i n Auburn.

1 93 8
Kenneth Bickford is now teaching
at Lincoln
cademy, Damariscotta,
11aine.
L . Rus ell Blanchard, sales promo
tion manager, Union
lutual Life In
surance Co. Portland has been named
to head the national competitive exhib
its of the Life Advertisers' Association.
J\Iore than 2 00
merican and Cana
dian l ife i nsurance companies are ex
pected to enter the competition to be
held at the Chateau Frontenac, Quebec,
i n October.
A l fred W . Beerbaum has now gone
back to Germany to resume his t ach
ing. His address is: 7755 Dependents
chool Detachment, APO 403, N
1 93 9
Dr. Bernard H . Burbank i s now
practicing medicine in the Portland
area an<l he and Mrs. Burbank ( Han
nah Putnam, '4 1 ) have purchased a
home on Clinton Street, South Port
land. Benny was a major in the med
ical corp and sen·ed overseas for two
H annah had been a social
vear .
ew England
�en·ice worker with the
Home for Little \Vanderers in Boston.
Laurel Vl. Hersey has formed the
firm of L. W . Hersey and Company,
manufacturers' agents, i n Worcester.
t.,
His home address is 2 0 Pleasant
Hud on, Mass.
bel writes from 5 1 Mor
Freda K .
'ew York 1 4, that she has
ton St.
been working s ince August 1 945 as the
1 'ew York representativ e for Arthur
D. Little Inc. a consulting chemical
and engineering firm whose offices are

i n Cambridge Mass.
\Villiam Yantarno is teaching at
B y rom School, Greenwic , Con n . , and
i s also tak ing courses m elementa.ry
school administra tion at Columbia .
He w a s married i n 1 943 a n d h a s two
boys. They l i ve at 74 Hamilton Ave

?

nue, G reenwich .

1 94 2
Donald A . Parsons i s wholesa le dis
ews
tributor of The Bangor Daily
for a large section of Central N�ai.ne.
He, h is w i fe, and i n fant son are l 1vmg
at 8 Broadw ay, 'Na terville . .
Eleano r Cornis h is a social worker

with the Division of Public Assistance,
Department of Health and Welfare of
the State of Maine. Her address i s 45
Belmont St., Portland, and her regular
itinerary
includes
ewcastle, Edge
comb, Vi7iscasset, Boothbay Harbor,
and Monhegan Island.
Burton Linscott i s now an Episco
palian priest at Christ Church, Kea
lakekua, Hawa i i .
His wife and son
are with him on the side of Mauna
Loa wh ich, he says, is like Tew Eng
land summer all year around.
C. lary Ferrell Lacombe may be ad
dressed at 3227
rebraska Ave., St.
Louis, Mo.
Ray Burbank is now located at 1 340
Can on Road, anta Fe, New Mexico,
whe�e he is office manager of the
Transportation Division of the Zia
Company at Los Alamos - " the place
where they make the atom bomb " as
Ray puts it. Part time he l i ves i n an
adobe house and part time he lives
with his work. He is a member of
the 1'1arine Reserves.
Eleanor M i tchell Mezzullo may be
addressed at 66 Milton Road, Rye,
Y. where she lives with her husband
who is a builder. On the side, she is
studying art English literature, play
ing ten nis golf and riding horseback.
Charles Nightingale is currently at
4 Thoreau Street i n Concord, Mass.,
and has completed one year toward h i s
master's degree in mechanical engi
neering at Har\'ard. Charlie's wife is
the former Mary Bolton of Wayland,
Mass.
At the expiration of his term of
ser\'ice oYerse�s as Pilot of a B24 and

later of a Pri\'ateer, John Fifield re-en
listed and i s at present Director of
Office Procurement for the First
aval
District, with offices i n Boston.
1 943
Barbara S. Grant, who has been
teaching in Tacoma, Wash., writes :
'" Better keep the home address.
( 75
Coleman Road, \Vethersfield 9, Con n . )
I 'm s t i l l on t h e m o v e though t h e
Torthwest i s really thrilling and teach
ing equally so.
I j ust missed Catsie
Fussell when she was here on her
nation-wide tour."
1 944
Harry Leven is now i n the office
equipment business with his brother.
He is l i v ing at 1 1 Gibbs Street, Brook
l i ne, fass.
1 945
Pearl Russakofl is a private secretary
with a concern which manufactures
canvas items for ships and for export.
She wishes that she had majored in
modern languages, as many of their
customers are foreign. Her sister Ger
trude, who entered Colby with the
class of 1 947, i s secretary to the head
stylist of the Celanese Corporation of
America and is absorbed with fashions,
materials, printing, designing and so
on.
They l ive with their mother at
2453 64th Street, Brooklyn 4.
1 9 4 6
R i chard \Vason is now studying at
Princi pia College i n Elsah, Illinoi ,
tak ing a scientific course.

M I L E S T O N E S
ENGAGED
Gayne! A. Mcintyre R . N ., of Wash
burn to Darol<l B. Hocking, '42, of
St. George. Miss Mcintyre is a gradu
urs
ate ot Knox Hospital School of
ing and erved with the Ar r:iy Nurse
Corps i n Mani la, P. I. She 1s at. pres
ent connected with the Fort Faufield
42
served
Hocking
fr.
Clinic.
months i n the USCG in both Euro
pean and Asiatic areas and i s now em
ployed by John Ieehan & Son, Clark
Island.
Kathleen Ann Monaghan, '43, of
:Nelson Corey.
Gardiner to Charle

1' f iss Monaghan is a social worker for
the Boston Metropolitan Chapter of
the American Red Cross.
1r. Corey
was graduated from Governor Dum
mer Academy and Bowdoin College.
He i s coach and mathematics instructor
at Governor Dummer but will assume
a similar position at Maine Central In
stitute next year. Ao August wedding
is planned.
Barbara M. Skehan, '4 1 , to George
R. McDonough of Winchester, Mass.
fr.
fcDonough served three years
with the 82nd _\irborne Division.
Deborah Camilla Eager of Wellesley
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H ills, Mass., to Scott Arnold Schaller,
'48, of Taunton . M iss Eager attended
Bates and is now at the Helen orMr.
ew York.
fleet School in
Schaller attended Colby two years.
Nancy C. Coggins, '42, of Green
wich, Conn., to John Maxwell Durkee
of \Vaban and Falmouth, Mass. Miss
Coggins was graduated from the Uni
versity of Connecticut after two years
at Colby. Mr. Durkee attended 1fiami
University, Oxford, Ohio and saw
war service in the Ta\'y.
MARRIED

Geraldine Jeannette Hart of Water
ville to Robert E. Timmins, '47, of V./a
terville, at the Totre Dame Church on
April 1 1 , 1 947. Mr. Timmins, who
was graduated from Colby in Febru
ary, is ernployed as a laboratory assist
ant by the Hollingsworth & Whitney
Company. Mr. and Mrs. Timmins
are residing at 84 Yz Western AYenue,
Watervi lle.
Elvira Adda Worthington, 45, of
Great Neck, '. Y., to Walter wrdner
Taylor, '44, of Waterville, on April 7,
1 947, in All Saints Episcopal Church,
Great Neck. Colby attendants in
cluded Joan M. Crowley, '48; Eleanore
Eisberg Foster, '44; Cal in K. H ub
bard, '43 ; and Errol L. Taylor, '44.
Mrs. Taylor was doing research work
for Dun and Bradstreet before her
marriage. Mr. Taylor is a production
planner for Lockheed Aircraft Service
in Sayville, N. Y.
Norma J ulia Taraldsen, . '46, of
. Y., to Richard Whitten
Scarsdale,
Billings, '48, of Seal Harbor, at the
Congregational Church in Waterville,
umerous students
on April 19, 1 947.
attended. Mrs. Billings has been em
ployed in the personnel department of
the S. H . Kress Company, Fifth Ave
nue Tew York . Mr. Billings i s a j un
ior at Colby. He served i n the Euro
pean theatre as a Tavigator in the 406
Mr. and Mrs.
Bomb. Squadron .
Billings are residing at 30 Burleigh
Street, Waterville.
Rebecca Marshall tribl ing of Pasa
dena, Calif., to Wilhu-d D u nn Libby,
. Y., at All Saints
'37, of Rochester,
Episcopal Church, Pasadena, on April
9, 1 947. Mrs. Libby is a graduate of
Stanford University and was a Lieu
tenant in the WAVEs. Mr. Libby
took graduate work at M IT, served in
the U. S. Navy during the war and
has now resumed his pre-war position

A LUMNU S

ompany m
at the Eastman Kodak
Rochester, . Y. Colby attendants at
the wedding i ncluded Barbara Blaisdell
Libby, '44 ; Carlyle L. Libby, '44;
label Dunn Libby, '03, and Herbert
. Libby, '02 . :tvl r. and M rs. Libby are
residing at 202 Kenwood A\enue,
Rochester, N . Y.
1rs. J anetta R. Jennings of rorth
port to J ohn E. Nelson, '98, of Augusta
on ?-.fay 2 in the Fir t ongregational
Church of Belfa t.
BIRTHS

To � Ir. and ?-. l rs. John Eaton ( John
a daughter, heryl
Ann, on February 1 3, 1 947, in \\/ater
\'ille.
To fr. and l lrs. Nunzio iampe
truzzi (Nunzio Giampetruzzi, 43), a
<laughter, Susan 1ary, April 16 1 947,
i n Portland.
To Mr. and lrs. Robert H. Brunnell

Colby Eaton, '4 1 ) ,

(Robert H.
Clark, '44 ) ,

The Ne w Eng land
Teachers Agency, Inc.
of PORTLAND,

10 Congress Square

Member, Nat'l Association of
Teachers Agencies

John Sexton & Co.
MAN U FACTU RING
WHOLESALE GROC ERS
Established

Chicago
Dallas

1 883

Long Island City
Pittsburgh
Atlanta

C om p l i m e n ts of

Brunnell, '44, Catherine

a son, Leigh Henry on
April 6, 1 947, in Waterville.
To Mr. and I fr . Donald W. We ton
(Theodora Wright, '42 ) , a son, John
David, on March 8, 1 947, i n aribou.
To 1fr. and Irs. Leo Donald far
tin (Nancy Jane Bell '44 ) , a daughter,
Donna Marie, on March 1 6, 1 947 in
Kermit, Texas.
To Mr. and 1frs. William L. Bryan
(William L. Bryan 48) a daughter,
Carol Poole, on January 29, 1 947, in
Waterville.
. ParTo Mr. and ?-. f r . Donald
sons (Donald A. Parson:., '42 ) , a son,
John ,orham , on February 1 1 , 1 947,
in \Vaterville.
To Mr. and Irs. Rolyn E. Ander
son (Katherine Faxon, '45 ) , a son,
Charles Archer, on March 3 , 1 947, in
Winona. [inn.
To Mr. and frs. Paul B . Adams
(Paul B. Adams, '46) , a son, Thomas
Harrington, on April 23, 1 947, i n
Albany, Calif.
To Mr. and Mrs. William L. Add
ington (Kay Watson, '38) , a daugh
ter, Linda Lee, on March 30, 1 947.
To Lieut. and Mrs. John G. Fifield
(John Fifield, '42 ) , a son, Richard
Emerson, on March 27, 1 947 in West
Tewton, Mass.
To Mr. and Mrs. Jean E. Kenoyer
(Margaret Johnson, '40) , a son, James
Russell, on Dec. 13, 1 946, i n Portland.
To Mr. and Mrs. David Ficker
a
'45 ) ,
Chamberlain,
(El iz a beth
daughter, Jane, on April 8, 1 947, in
Greenwich, Conn.

MAINE

407 Libby Bldg.

Wate rvi l le
Sav i ngs Ban k
WA T E R V I L L E

MAI N E

Boothby a n d
Ba rtlett
G E N ERAL

185

I N S U RANCE

Main Street

WA T E R V I L L E

RICKER

JUNIOR

MAI N E

COLLEGE

Two year J unior College . . . Four
years secondary school. . . College
courses m Liberal Arts, Business
Administration, Engineering, Agri
culture, Pre-Medical. . . Accredited
for transfer to colleges. . . Refresher
and summer school courses.
Roy

A.

Bither, '26, Principal

O A K G R OV E
Emphasizes Preparation for College
and Gracious, Purposeful Living in a
Program devoted entirely to Girls.
Excellent Departments for the Girl
with Talent in Music, Art, or Drama
Joyous Recreational Life with
tics.
Winter Sports fea
Riding included.
tured. Beautiful New Fireproof Bid�.
MR. AND MRS. ROBERT OWEN
Vassalboro, Maine
Box C
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BERTIS ALVARO PEASE, '82

Bertis Al aro Pease died at his
home 1 Highland Place, ashua,
H. on April 9, 1 947.
He was born i n Wilton, Maine, Oc
tober 3 1 , 1 54, the son of Stephen
Pease and Martha ( Knowles) Pease.
He fitted for college in Wilton Acad
emy and entered Colby College in
1 7 , graduating in 1 882 with the B.A.
degree, receiYing his A.M. i n 1 885.
He earned his way through fitting
s:.:hool and college, working i� a saw
rnill farming, buying standing hay and
cutting and curing it himself, and
teaching school in the winter. He
taught H igh School in Weld, Ma ison
Bridge, Standish Corner and Clinton
Maine. He continued teaching after
graduation, from 1 2 to 1 8 , serving
as Principal of the Milford High
School, r . H ., for three years and for
a like period teaching in the Mt. Pleas
ant School in Tashua. In the mean
time he studied law and graduated
rum laude from Boston Uni\'ersity i n
1 9 , a n d w a s admitted t o the ew
Hampshire Bar in that year. He was
engaged in the active practice of the
law in Nashua to the day of his death,
havi ng become the dean of the New
Hampshire Bar.
B ut his activities were not confined
to the practice of law. He believed in
work. He founded the Home Build
ing and Loan Association, which later
merged with the ashua Building and
Loan Association.
He founded a Granite Company
which he operated for many years.

27

He built a great many houses i n
ashua. H e left h i s law l ibrary to the
ashua Bar Association.
On January 1 , 1 890, he married
Linna B. Flagg of Lowell, Mass.,
daughter of William H. Flagg. Mrs.
Pease died in January 1 946. Four
children survive him: Mrs. Maurice L.
Johnson of Nashua, Mrs. Jacob L.
Blair of Pittsburg, Pa. Robert A.
Pease of
ashuo., and Theodore S.
. H. There
Pease of Portsmouth,
are five grandchildren and several
niece and nephews.
Mr. Pease was a deeply religious
man, who lived accordingly, but didn't
talk about it. In quiet and unobtru
sive ways he was always doing things
for others. In his teaching days, when
he was working hard to prepare him
self for life, he found ways to help
other young men to go to college. He
was a Christian Gentleman.
In his last years he was tl1e oldest
living graduate of Colby College.
HUGH G. McKAY, ' 1 6

Dr. Hugh Gordon McKay, highly
esteemed physician of Old Town, died
April 28, 1 947, at a Bangor hospital
after a long illness. Although he had
practiced his profession until two
weeks pre iously, he had been in poor
health for some time. He was 55.
He was born i n Howland on Au
gust 14, 1 89 1 , the son of Gordon B.
and Betsy Batchelder McKay. After
fitting at Higgins Classical Institute,
he entered Colby in 1 9 1 2, remaining
for one year and later entering Tufts
Medical School, receiving the M.D.
degree in 1 9 1 7.
After internship at the Eastern

Maine General Hospital at Bangor, Dr.
McKay served for a year in the Army
Medical Corps and then opened his
practice as a physician at Howland,
moving to Old Town i n 1 937.
Always a man of highest profes
sional and civic interests, Dr. McKay
was a Fellow of the American Medical
Association, member of the Penobscot
County Medical Association, Chair
man of the Board of Selectmen of
Howland for five years and a member
of the School Committee. He had
been a trustee of Higgins since 1 932.
He was a member of the Delta Upsilon
fraternity, the Masonic Lodge, and
Knights of Pythias.
He is survived by his widow, Eliza
beth Jellison McKay, three sons, a
daughter, and four grandchildren.
HELEN M. FREEMAN, '23

Helen May Freeman died i n North
Berwick on April 4, 1 947.
Born i n St. Albans, Vt., she pre
pared at Morse High School, Bath, and
entered Colby in 1 920. In college she
excelled in athletic proficiency, being
tennis champion each year and win
ning a Health League award, besides
participating in dramatic, YWCA and
j ournalistic activities. She belonged to
the Chi Omega sorority.
After teaching io orth Berwick for
six years. she joined the faculty of
Waterville H igh School where she re
mained until 1 943. Here she was the
first woman president of the Water
ville Teachers' Association. lo 1 943
she accepted a position at the high
school of Warwick, R . I.
She is survived by a sister, Marion
Freeman, ' 1 3, a teacher at the Wells
H igh School.

We solicit inquiries f rom disc ri minating buyers w h o wish
artistically correct d esig ns faultl essly executed
in the fi n est memorial materials.
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Bangor St reet,

ROGE RSON
MAU SO LEU MS

Houlton ,

MEMO RIAL
MEMOR IALS

Maine

COM PANY
MON U MEN T S

PIERCE-PERRY COMPANY
W h o l e s a l e r s of

Heat i ng - P l umbing
&
Wate r Wo rks Suppl ies
236

C o n g r ess S t reet

Boston, Mass.

CHARLES H. C OO K S O N , MGR.

BOOKS
BROCHURES
FOLDERS

DISTINCTIVE PRINTING

Business and
Personal Stationery

440

S chool and College
Publications

Telephone
AUGUSTA, MAINE

339 Water Street

T H E
HOTEL

ELM WOOD
T h e Lead i n g H o re )

tn a

Progress ive C i ty
E U R O P EA N

M O D E RN
150 ROO M S

D i n e i n t h e D isti n ctive Versa i l l es R o o m
UPHOLDING M A I N E' S TRA DITION
FO R H O S PITALITY A N D F I N E F O O D

S PLEN D I D

BA N Q U ET

A M PLE PARKING S P A C E

F A C I L I T I ES

H EN R Y D . M c A V O Y , Manager
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.fl (j)�

1;===1==

W. B . Arnold Co .
H A R D W A R E MERCHANTS
H o m e a n d Ho te l Kitc h e n w a re
M i l l S u p p l i es, S p o rti n g Goods
Electric

Refr i g e rati on

Heating and Plumbing

C o m p l i m e n ts o f

Waterville
Fruit & Produce Co., Inc.

" Established over a Century "

of

:

MAI N E

George H . Sterns,

'3 1
D.

Sterns,

WATERVILLE

'4 1

�����

ST E R N S

SKOWHEGAN

" The Stores of Famous
Brands "

JOB

SOCIETY - NOVEL TY

-

MAINE

Da k i n Spo rti ng
Goods Co .
S u ppl ies for H u nter, Athlete,

BANGOR

67

Fan

33

Emery-B rown Co .

Tel. 1 52

92 Pleasant St.

WATERVILLE

For
Service, Dependability and
Quality - Call

RED STAR
LAU NDRY

a n d Boys

10

WAT E R V I L L E . M A I N E
Ludy,

'2 1

Pacy,

'27

C o m p l i m e n ts of

PARKS DINER
D O N PARKS , Mg r .

1 76

M o i n St reet

WAT E R V I L L E

MA I N E

Lo ring, Short &
Ha rmon
MAINE'S OLDEST AND

LEAD I N G

Monument Square

PORTLAND

1 18 Main St.
WATERVILLE
Tel. 2095

WINSLOW
Tel. 363

C o m p l i m e n t s of

LARGEST STA TIONERS
S T O R E

Dexter's Drug Stores

Night Call 2294

WA TERVI LLE'S

D E P A R T M E N T

Watervi lle, M a i n e

2 Clinton Ave.

Years' Experience

T e m p l e St.

W AT E R V I L L E

-

PRINTING

T h e Store for Men

C e n t e r St.

G RO V E S T R E E T

Member, Federal Deposit Ins. Corp.

H a rold W.

F i s h e rm a n , C a m e ra

Community Bus Line

M AI N E

L E V I N E S

K i mba l l Co .
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WATERVI LLE

Compli ments o f

BY MAIL WITH

HAROLD BERDEEN

Fred J. Sterns, '29
Herbert

W i nslow, M a i n e

The Fede ra l
T rust Company

B a y Street

W I N SLOW

A U G U ST A R O A D

C O L B Y A L U M N I ARE INVITED
TO BAN K

of

Webber's Dairy, Inc.

WA T E R V I L L E , M A I N E

P rocto r and
Bow ie Co .
1

Compli ments

S a n g e r Av e n u e

Eq u i p m e nt

Compli ments
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MAINE

So u t h St reet
MAI N E

WAT E R V I L L E

Hayden, Stone & Co.

477

Congress Street

MAINE
Members New York and Boston
Stock Exchange
PORTLAND,

ew York

Boston

Springfield

T i leston &
Ho l l i ngsworth Co .
213

C o n g ress St. , B o s to n , M a s s .
PAPERMAKERS

For Mo re Than
Moine

1 45 Years

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve,
F . C L I V E HALL. '26
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